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SCHONFELD EXPANDS ON VIDELA'S STATEMENTS ON PERONISM 
Buenos Aires LA PRENSA in Spanish 15 De: 79 p 9 


[Article by Manfred Schonfeld: “Peronistas Cleansed of All Sin and Dis- 
appeared Without a Trace"] 


[Text] Of the statements the president made yesterday during a fairly wide- 
ranging press conference, we feel the need to dwell on two topics which, 
without feeling that the others are unimportant, seem to us to more urgent- 


ly require our attention, 


We are referring to the topic of those who have disappeared, on the one 
hand, and, om the other, of Peronism’s, or Peronist, participation in what 
has come to be called "the process," or better still the convergence be- 
tween civilians and military, who in the judgment of General Videla himself 
are being called on to be the heirs of this process, 


Regarding the issie of those who have disappeared, we have concerned our~ 
selves with it on many occasions, particularly at a time when it still 
seemed to us justifiable to raiss hopes as to the reappearance of a certain 
number of those irvolved and that, if such were the case, they would become 
reguler prisoners — subject to the Ministry of Justice or the Executive 
Branch, as the cas: may be — and would wind up submitting themselves to 


judgment, 


Basing ourselves on a principle, the inalienable concept of a lawful state, 
in order to persist in our efforts, obviously we have to go on raising the 
same hope, Unfortunately, it is no less obvious that a certain degree of 
political realism induces us to be inclined toward the conviction that the 
tragic balance of subversive warfare and repressive action in Argentina pro- 
bably to a great extent includes those who have “disappeared,” 


What is still umacceptable ie that high- and even top-level government 
spokesmen again and again are elusive — in varying degree, arrogant on 
some occasions, a bit sore human on others — in offering a clear, defini- 
tive statement on the matter, 




















Tous, for example, at yesterday's press conference mention was made to the 
president of what Pope John Paul II had said about the plight of those 

who have disappeared in Argentina, General Videla gave us to understand 
that the supreme pontiff was not specifically referring to our country, 

It immediately strikes us that this was an elusive reply, As time goes on, 
the country is less and less disposed to accept evasions and joorly form- 
lated ideas, whether they have to do with the issue we have focused on here 
or some other one, 


Confusion About Peronism 


A similar lack of precision — we cannot imagine that it might have been 
involuntary — pervades what the president said about Peronist participa- 
tion in the future development of the process of national reorganization, 


He said, for example, that the Peronists could always so participate when 
they abandon their personalist and demagogic attitudes, He should have - 
said always when they stop being Peronists, Or he should have himself 
stopped calling them "Peronists," because “Peronism" is synonymous with 
“personalism” and "demagogy," and understanding this sad truth has cost 
ani is costing Argentina a painful period of disorder, corruption, subver- 
sion and ruin in its recent history, 


"Moreover, Peronism was — not only once but also in an impenitent way a 
second time — equivalent to systematic robbery, misuse of public funds, 
corruption of our youth, desecration of all that is sacred to the country's 
national feeling and spiritual life, incitement to physical vivlence, mur 
der, personal vengeance, class hatred and individual resentment, all this 
from the top levels of public authority and based on the miltiple capabi- 
lity of achieving a program of action which total power and the sum total 
of state resources grant," 





All this was “Peronism™ and the mere fact that, in a moment of confused 
despair and short-sightedness, overwhelming masses of citizens may have de- 
clared themselves in favor of it, outwardly legitimizing it with their vote, 
provides no justification for it, neither politically, nor institutionally 
nor historically, 


In their time, masses no smaller in number supported Hitlerism or Italian 
fascism, Yet it was never felt — either in postwar Germany or postwar 
Italy — that just because of that such "legitimization” by the people 
justified a later rebirth of Nazism or fascism, even if this were to be 
with new leaders, 


The eras in question belong to an embarrassing past that we want to forget, 
and with good reason, Here or there — sheltered by the broad guarantees 
offered by a genuinely democratic system — little groups, more or less 
disguised and waving the old banners, may arise, at times enjoying relative 
success, but never with official consent, 











In our country, om the other band, the “document” the armed forces have 
drawn up as a plan to get us out of the state of attrition five Peronist 
presidencies and over 5 years of criminal subversion incited by Peron and 
his followers have left us in has not yet been made public, And the aili- 
tary authorities cen think of nothing better than to officiously and dy 
way of consultation submit the text of the document — or its main out- 
lines — tc Peronist leaders, Are these the "respectable consultants" so 
dear to the heart of the current government? 


Those Who Voted for Peron 


On analyzing the president's thoughts, even the least informed among us can 
see that they are a deliberate mixture of two concepts which naturally have 
nothing to do with one another, One is that of the "“Peronist" and the other 
of the fellow who “woted for Peron," 


It is assumed that those who voted for Peron can — and should — be part 
of our future political and institutional life because, if the te 
were the case, the number of participants would amount to no gore than 
about 40 percent of the population, Mo one who assumes a minimus of civic 
responsibility would want to deprive those who have erred or were induced 
to err through the errors committed hy those who governed the country of 
the same right of participation, 


What we neither ca aor should accept is a resurgence of political forces 
which, without the slightest sign of repentance, nor even an admission of 
having been guiltily mistaken, contime to adhere to the 

tinct dictator, his assistants and lackeys, his dead second wife or present- 
day widow, to the supposed “ideological plan" or "philosophy" of his unde- 
finable and execrable regime and, in general, to everything that could re- 
present the demagogic seduction of the great masses and his dragging thes 
down the path that ended up leading the country to the abyss, 


"Within a pluralist, democratic and antitotalitarian gamt, there is a 

great variety of ideological possibilities in Argentina, There are old 
parties and there can be new ones, There are traditional labels and there 
are those of more recent stamp. But there is no room for those who pretend 
to ignore those who brought on the chaos and those who originated the horror, 


"Those who repudiate this past, those who specifically and unequivocally 
repudiate it, without half tones, without lukewarm expression, without 
hypocrisy or peychological games or tacit reservations, these will always 
be welcome in this democratic community, Otherwise, they will go on being 
a danger, the proverbial rotten apple,” 


If President Videla wanted to say this, we agree with him, But it seems to 
us that he ¢id not say so with sufficient clarity and, on the other hand,‘ 

the government acts which he determines prove that there is a great deal 

of indecision and too much hesitation with regard to these matters as vell 

as in almost all the others, 
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JUDICIAL ORDERS TO WITHHOLD DISCLOSURE OF SHEITENCES CRITICIZED 
Buenos Aires LA PRENS( in Spanish 23 Dec 79 p 1, sec 2 
farticles “Judging in Secret” |] 


[Text] A few months ago the Board of Police and Criminal Court Appeals 
~poalded a judge for having publicly announced that a prisoner who had ap- 
peared before him had been removed from his jurisdiction, based on the 
fact that the status of the proceeding was likely to undergo changes since 
the sentence of preventive prison which had been handed down could be re- 
vised in an appeal action, This was the case of an Army noncom who was 
removed from the prison he was being held in at the disposition of the 
‘ntervening magistrate and who had moved for a formal injunction by the 
Supreme Court to obtain reimbursement from the military unit to which he 
had been turned over, 


In line with the warning to which we have alluded, a few days ago the 
chairman of the Board of Civil Claims Court Appeals sent a communication 

to the 25 judges of that tribunal, in which it recommended that they refrain 
from publicly announcing the sentences they pass when they are not defini- 
tively firm, According to news articles, it was responding to the coverage 
received by a decisionofacourt of the first instance judge relative to 
preventive bankruptcy proceedings for the Olavarria Metalworking Company, 

In ite statement the court apparently deemed it inexpedient for sentences 
likely to be reversed to be made public, 


The similarity between both cases apparently manifests a dangerous tendency 
of our higher courts toward the maintenance of an inadmissible secrecy in 
judicial proceedings, This attitude is deserving of serious objections 
since it is in conflict with the best juridical tradition in that branch 
of law, With reference to this, it would be salutary to recall a line by 
an eminent professor of trial iaw, Dr Tomas Jofre, who said: "A free coun- 
try's legal code ought to admit publication of the proceedings, which is 
coubly imposed on us by the republican form of government that governs us," 


Purthermore, the pointed attempt to prolong judicial isolation is contra- 
dicted in fact by the daily practice of distributing — broadly or narrow 
ly, according to the objective importance of the cases — abstracts, not 








only of the sentences, but also of the charges, complaints or claims that 
are filed, as well as the interlocutory decrees that are handed down in 
the course of trials and the summations or reports that usually prece‘e 
them, This steze from a healthy custom which prevails in our courts and 
against which an attempt is being made to react in terms of a narrow and 
questionable criterion, 


If the attitude we are censuring is accepted, it will deprive citizens of 
information on the proceedings of cases which et the time stir up public 
opinion, like the ALUAR SAl- in which an ex-president, 
two ex-commanders-in-chief and an pogrny aa minister were arrested and 
tried, We would also be ignorant of the prez©russ of the different proceed- 
ings instituted against the ex—president deposed on 24 March 1976 and the 
chief personages who accompanied him in his unfortunate aiministration, 

In short, no one would know about a multitude of judgments whose nature 
and importance go beyond the merely private and casual context of the liti- 
gants, since the public interest is involved in thea, 


Certainly no ome escapes — nor is it our intention to exempt ourselves 
from this — from the essentially reserved nature of given stages of a cri- 
minal proceeding, like the indictment, in omer sot to prejudice proper 
investigation of the incriminating facts, ‘-r certain judgments, like those 
in which delicate questions pertaining to ‘ily law are aired, which it 
would not be fair to harmfully make public, 


But in any event, judiciai reserve must always be the exception, Hence it 
is unacceptable for it to become the rule as seems to follow from the re- 
commendations made by two courts of appeals and which provide the basis 
for these reflections, Publication should always be the norm, in such 
matters as in any other pertaining to the functioning of the governzent, 

It is appropriate for us to cite here what we have said on another occasion: 
"Governing in secret, legislating in secret and judging in secret are in- 
admissible in a civilized community, Intrigue and simulation find a favor 
able environment fer their subordinating purposes if the public and the in- 
dependent media swat serve it learn about decisions as faits accomplis, 
laws once chey have been passed and trial proceedings after they are con- 
cluded," 
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BRAZIL 


BRAZIL AWAITING OTHER COUNTRIES' DECISIONS ON OLYMPICS BOYCOTT 


PY241245 Sao Paulo Radio Bandeirantes Network in Portuguese 1000 GMT 
25 Jan 80 PY 


(Text ] Planalto Palace has reported that President Joao Baptista de 
Figuveriredo is studying President Carter's proposal to boycott the olympic 
games in Moscow. The Brazilian government has not yet taken a definite 
position, but is awaiting the decision of other countri¢s. 


(Silvio de Magalhaes Padilha), president of the Brazilian Olympics Com- 
mittee, feels that Brazil will not boycott the Moscow olympic games. He 
explained that as member of the International Olympics Committee, 4n oath 
has been taken to never take steps against a participating country of the 
olympic games. Sports and politics must not be mixed, he added. 


Deputy Nelson Scarano--ex-arena, Minas Gerais state--also agrees with 
Magalhaes Padilha, adding that the objective of sports is to promote uni- 
versal harmony. 
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BRAZIL 


POLICE DEACTIVATE BOMB NEAR BRIZOLA'S APARTMENT 
PY191702 Paris AFP in Spanish 1437 GMT 19 Jan 80 PY 


{Text} Rio de Janeiro, 9 January (AFP)--It was learned here today that 
a homemade explosive device was discovered in front of the door of Brazilian 
Labor Party leader Leonel Brizola's apartment yesterday. 


The device, consisting of two sticks of dynamite and an electrical apparatus 
connected to a clock, was taken to a nearby beach and deactivated by a 
police officer. 


Credit for the attempted attack was claimed by the so-called "Teniente 
Mendez Anticommunist command." 


This group had already taken credit for two attacks with explosives against 
the automobile and residence of the director of the TRIBUNA DA IMPRENSA 
opposition newspaper, which has been conducting an active campaign against 
the regime and the multinationals. 


Brizola believes that in his case this was more an attempt at intimidation 
than an attack, as the bomb found in front of his apartment did not have 
a detonator. 


Since his return from exile last September, Brizola has received several 
death threats from groups which identified themselves with the anticom- 
munist cause. 
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BRAZIL 


BRIEFS 


PDS TEMPORARY EXECUTIVE COMMISSION--Brazilia--Three ministers of state will 
be among the members of the temporary national executive commission of the 
Social Democratic Party [PDS]. Delfim Neto, Golbery do Couto e Silva and 
Ibrahim Abi-Ackel will make up the temporary executive commission together 
with Nelson Marchezan, Jarbas Passarino, Senators Jose Sarney and Luis Viana 
and Deputy Flavio Marcilio. [Text] [PY191118 Porto Alegre Radio Guaiba in 
Portuguese 0200 GMT 19 Jan 80 PY] 
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CHILE 


COLUMNIST CALLS FOR RIGHT TO RETURN FOR EXILES 
PY281731 Santiago HOY in Spanish 16 Jan 80 p 8 PY 


[From the "Opinions" Column: "The Crime of Returning” by Jaime Castillo 
Velasco} 


[Excerpt] "No humanitarian consideration should overlook the fact that 
the campaign for the general and sudden return of the exiles is pushed 
by communism and pursues political rather than philanthropic ends." (EL 
MERCURIO 6 January) 


The truth is exactly the opposite: 


"No political consideration should overlook the fact that exile is a suf- 
fering that no Chilean has the right to cause another Chilean.” 


For example: If an old, peaceful, seriously ill, poor and morally destroyed 
person requests permission to return to the country to see his family or to 
die in his native land, should that be refused him because there is a poli- 
tical campaign by the communist party that favors his return? It would seem 
senseless. 


Another example: If a young, active, intelligent, prominent communist leader 
who does not hide his ideas and wants to participate in the public life of 
the country asks for the same permission, should the answer always be no? 


That would also be wrong, the fact of being a communist allows a wide spec- 
trum of possibilities. It cannot be assumed that he will commit crimes in 
the future. His intentions may be legitimate. It is impossible to know 
the effects of his visit. Other active members of his party have been al- 
lowed to enter the country. Sometimes there are special circumstances. The 
government itself may consider him useful for its political designs. 


The humanitarian reason is always valid. The political reason is change- 
able. 











Basically in this case there is a clash between the concepts of humanism 
and antihumanism. The latter is built on the principle that the humani- 
tarian aspect should be at the service of the group having political power, 
while the former tries to base political action on humanitarian values. 


Wishing tc return to Chile is not a crime. It is a right--the right to 
live in one's fatherland. No one has the right to exclude those from the 
fatherland who do not think as we do. 
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COSTA RICA 


"LA NACION' VIEWS COMMUNIST PARTY CRISIS 
PA230422 San Jose LA NACION in Spanish 13 Jan 80 p 14A PA 
[Editorial: "The Communist Party Crisis"] 


[Text] From its very beginning the Costa Rican Communist Party condemned 
itself to become only a notable minority and not to play any meaningful 
role in the country's destiny. The party was created with its bible, 

DAS CAPITAL, in hand. This doctrinaire text was the only one which guided 
its founder. Its growth centered around a small group of students and 
intellectuals in addition to a tradesman or two. 


Starting from this, it grew during the decades of the 30's and 40's with 
young intellectuals attracted by the message. However the charter members 
not only did not encourage them, but did everything possible to eliminate 
them. The new party also managed to collect several hundred peasants, 
craftsmen, small businessmen and workers. Nevertheless, the party never 
became an electoral force. It did manage to obtain some seats in the 

San Jose municipality and elected its leader Manuel Mora Valverde, deputy. 


One could say the Costan Rican Communist Party obtained a place in the country's 
politics thanks to its leader when he obtained a seat in congress. 





From that moment on, its image improved ir intellectual circles and amofig 
the middle class, because of the novelty of its message and the vibrant 
oratory of its chief leader. However, his dogmatism and above all his 
rigid textbook thinking continue to be an insurmountable barrier keeping 
the party from becoming a mass political movement able to meaningfully 
affect the country's electoral process. 


The fact that the education of the party founders was based only upon 
classic Marxist texts, and because none of the founders investigated the 
doctrine's sources, they developed a sectarian outlook and an inability 

to understand and evaluate situations and decisions which would lead to 
stages and phases favorable to the country's developmert. This educational 
deadweight also explains their early and progressive educational dependence 
on Moscow which not only persists but becomes more and more narrow and 
alienating. 


The events during the 40's gave the communist party a great opportunity to 
play a primary role in the country's social and political development. The 
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crisis, half-way during Calderon Cuardia's term, compelled him to promulgate 
advanced social! legislation as a means of recovering a lost popularity. It 
had the open support of the communist party. However, the party did not 
properly evaluate the civil war which broke out in 1948 and, thinking that 
it defended social reform, it really defended an electoral fraud which 

in fact it had already approved in 1944. 


It is only now the communist party, seeing that its ranks have not increased 
since the 30's, and that small sects with more radical tendencies proliferate 
around it, has promoted a coalition. This precarious union of the extreme 
left, which obtained three seats in the Legislative Assembly, is now in 
crisis. Sectarianism and the marked dependence of the communist party on 

the Soviet Union will continue in the 80's to be the fatal cause of its 
ossification and crisis. 
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COSTA RICA 


CARAZO NATICNAL ADDRESS ON ECONOMY 
PA291621 San Jose Domestic Service in Spanish 0100 GMT 29 Jan 80 PA 
(Speech by President Rodrigo Carazo to the nation--live] 


[Excerpts] Costa Ricans: When we took office we decided to make a thorough 
revision, without compromises with anyone, of the national situation. The 
deveionment strategy, adopted with the single objective of organizing a 
better Costa Rica for everyone, is based on the nation's continued growth 
for the benefit of everyone. Thus, such development has to differ from 

that of past decades. We have said on various occasions that it is difficult 
to change the way things have been done over the years and which seem to 
have yielded good results in some areas. Costa Rica is a wonderful country, 
and it could still be much better. Filled with optimism, since 8 May 1978 
we have been engaged in what perhaps may turn out to be the major task of 
our life. 


Costa Rica today is facing two basic problems: The people's welfare and 
production. The nation's production structure is influenced by an 
agricultural sector which is relatively at a standstill, and considerable 
deficiencies exist in some branches of the industrial sector along with a 
growing deficit in foreign trade. 


The public sector has developed in a disorderly manner, causing large and 
sustained deficits in most of the institutions, while the nation's resources 
are increasingly bound by the growing foreign debt. 


All the above difficulties have not prevented--thanks to our people's 
energy--a progressive development of the nation and a constant improvement 
of the living standards of the middle class, all of which has placed Costa 
Rica above other countries of the area. 


Our economic growth, however, has failed to prevent a most important and 
significant part of our population from being deprived of welfare, as 

shown by social statistics. Some 5 million Costa Ricans are suffering 
extreme poverty, and serious problems are affecting the housing programs 
[words indistinct]. The development model [words indistinct] thanks to the 
contribution of our workers and businessmen, show an impressively improvement 
in social welfare. 
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Past governments have not made a rational exploitation of our natural re- 
sources, and our production problems are highly dependent on international 
markets, which today, more than ever, affect trade relations of oil 
importing countries. 


In the future we shall refer to many of the aspects of Costa Rica's social 
and economic development. Today we will discuss a major national problem: 
Concentration of land in a few hands [words indistinct] and we will explain 
what was done from May 1978 to December 1979 to fight that problem. 


According to available statistics, in 1963, 6.5 percent of the farms measured 
over 100 hectares. That percentage increased to 7.3 percent in 1973; that 
is, 10 years later. Land occupied by those farms rose in that period from 
62.4 percent to 67 percent of the national territory occupied by [word 
indistinct]. 


What have we done, or are now doing, in the field of agrarian development in 
the time we have been in government? By the year 2000 Costa Rica will have 
approximately 3.5 million inhabitants, which means a growing demand for farm 
products. Since this demand cannot be satisfied through the expansion of 
new farming zones, there is no choice but to intensify present agricultural 
activities, increase the fertile farming areas through the irrigation 
programs and open up the north with a plan for highways that will provide 

he necessary infrastructure. 


fhe best alternative for development of irrigation farming consists of taking 
advantage of the waters from the Arenal lagoon and the waters of the 
Tempisque River. This alternative, which began [passage indistinct]. This 
project consists of irrigating some 120,000 hectares of the best land in 
Guanacaste Province, in Abangares, Canas, Bagaces, Liberia, Cabuya and 

Santa Cruz. This way we will be able to [word indistinct] the farming 
development based on agriculture of high [word indistinct]. 


To this end, we have begun the construction of dams, canals, drainage, 
roads, bridges and so forth. A great canal has been planned. It will 
Start near the cown of Canas and will cross all the lowlands with an 
approximate length of 100 km as far as the Tempisque River and will cover 
an area of approximately 50,000 hectares. 


fhe plans include three main dams, which will hol< winter water to be used 
in the dry season. In the first stage of the Tempisque irrigation project 
20,000 hectares will be irrigated. The first 20,000 hectares will benefit 
some 500-750 families of [word indistinct] farmers and 10,000 of which 
are under government (?administration). 


The action of the (?IRCO) and the Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock 
are centered around [words indistinct] enterprises as vehicles for partici- 
pation by the alienated sectors. The planning office has created to this 
regard a coordination and [word indistinct] organization, through which the 
nationa] program of associated enterprises is developed. Its general 
objective is to promote associative business ventures, especially employee- 
managed ones. [formas empresariales asociativas, especialmente 
autoqestionarias] interested in the production process, the distribution 
of their goods. [passage indistinct] 1h 








According to this plan [word indis «t] the government instituted agricul- 
ture fairs with two concrete goals--.o benef:.t producers and benefit buyers. 
The producer sells directly to [word indistinct], from whom he obtains a more 
just price, and the consumer pays lower pr’~ +s and gets better quality 
products. 


The first agriculture fair was opened in Costa Rica on 27 February 1979. 

At the present time 14 fairs (?are operating) in the following communities: 
Guadalupe, Hatillo, Alajvela, Turrialba, Limon, San Isidro Del General, 
Puntarenas, [words indistinct], Micoya, Tilaran, Bagaces, [words indistinct] 
which also operates in Desamparados. 


[PA292139] Natiopal agriculture has been afflicted during these years by 
three plagues: cocoa with monilia, bananas with black sigatoka and coffee 
with coffee rust, which, although it has not appeared in Costa Rica, has 
forced the country to make great efforts to combat it. Thanks, however, to 
immediate government action (?in the area of) public health and the full 
cooperation of businessmen and [words indistinct], it has been possible to 


combat the disease and gradually liberate the national agriculture from these 
blights. 


The campaign against coffee rust was intensified beginning in 1979. In Costa 
Rica, where this campaign is being carried out in parallel with observation 
of what is being done in Nicaragua and the rest of the Central American 
Isthmus, 8,302 hectares have been inspected. Samples have been taken in the 
critical areas of the country and in 1980, all abandoned coffee plantations 
will be eliminated to prevent them from contracting coffee rust. I refer 
particularly to coffee plantations on lots which are to be subdivided and 
have been totally abandoned. 


The campaign against the black sigatoka has been carried out in the northern 
sector and in the central valley. In the action against sigatoka, all the 
affected areas, some 4,000 hectares at present, are fumigated daily. Some 
2,600 hectares have been destroyed and over 23 million colones have been 
paid in compensation to 1,200 plantation growers. 


It must be said that the plantation growers have cooperated in an extra- 
ordinary manner. The financing necessary to pay this compensation has come 
from voluntary contributions to the country by companies which produce 
bananas and sell them abroad. 


The government also launched an effective action against moniiia which has 
affected 100,000 hectares of cocoa plantations on the Atlantic Coast, repre- 
senting almost one-half of all the cocoa plantations in the country. 


The Agriculture Ministry developed drastic measures to counteract the disease. 
The production of cocoa in the country, especially on the Atlantic Coast, has 
for many years been carried ovt without the use of adequate technology. 

[words indistinct] for combatting the different diseases and plagues. In 
many cases there was not a real cocoa producer. 
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With the appearance of monilia, the Agriculture and Livestock Minisrry, 
through the plant health directorate and the Atlantic Agricultural Center, 
with an eye toward controlling or erradicating this disease, has carried 

out a campaign to improve all aspects of the cocoa plantations by working 
them in a more productive manner and applying fungicides and pesticides. 
This has led to a great reduction in the incidence and dissemination not 
only of monilia, but also of many other diseases and plagues which affect 
cocoa. These measures have brought about a great improvement in all aspects 
of the plantations, particularly in the area of production. It is believed 
that in the very near future, more satisfactory results will be obtained. 


I can say that over 100,000 Costa Ricans are benefiting from the plans 
developed by my government in the agricultural area. It is necessary to 
carry out new tasks, adopt new initiatives, because the farm is one of the 
pillars of our economy and our democracy. We will continue along these paths 
in the next few months, with the certainty that we have the support and the 
participation of all Costa Ricans regardless of their ethnic differences 

and their differing ideas. 


My government has proposed to have the principle of popular participation 
and increased production take root on the farms, because one of the most 
effective ways to achieve these two objectives is by increasing the number 
of landowners. 


The concept of association is, therefore, a part of our concept of promoting 
participation and freedom. For the purpose of stimulating agricultural 
development, the government of the republic has made two great efforts, one 
of which is the promotion of the coffee development fund, which has permitted 
an increase in the price of coffee, that had fallen to very low levels. 
[words indistinct]. Ever since the fund has been in operation, the Costa 
Rican coffee growers have received many more dollars from the increased 
prices, which has permitted the coffee industry to survive. 
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COSTA RICA 


CARAZO RESPONDS TO CRITICISM ON MARXISM 
PA290355 Panama City ACAN in Spanish 0214 GMT 29 Jan 80 PA 


{Text} San Jose, 28 Jen (ACAN-EFE)--Costa Rican President Rodrigo Carazo 
today answered criticism leveled by a group of Catholic clergy of a speech 
he delivered 2 weeks ago harshly attacking Marxism. 


In a public letter to Carazo, the clergymen state that “verbal violence, 
which you so often resort to, leads to other kinds of violence." 


Carazo today responded that he regards this statement as a personal attack. 


The president viewed that statement as “the expression of an internal 
political sentiment." He added that the clergy “are confusing stamina 

with violence." He said "I suppose you consider the expulsion of the money- 
changers from the temple an act of physical violence and therefore something 
to be criticized." 


The president said "I am deeply concerned that a group of priests should 
twist the facts with the illusion of maybe serving other interests, not 
realizing that letting their ministry be used as a tool is one of the 
faults most vehemently denounced and condemned by popes.” 


He added that "a priest has the right to dissent and criticize but should 
not twist the facts or condemn those who have committed the sin of merely 
calling things by their name.” 


After noting that his administration should denounce “communist infiltration" 
or “outrages committed by communists,” Carazo contended that “if Christianity 
had been cowardly or indifferent, it would not have survived and if the early 
Christians had compromised with their persecutors, they would have enjoyed 
Nero's honors and there would have been no martyrs.” 


He added that "there comes a time in one's life when it is necessary to 
stand for what is essential by not giving in but dissenting in order 
to preserve freedom, that is, civilization.” 


Carazo also said that “democracy has been eliminated in many countries, 
precisely because of the indifference of many democrats more interested in 
receiving easy applause than in courageously defending their principles 
and beliefs.” 1? 














The chief of state said in another part of his letter that "I swore to defend 
and promote democracy and freedom and I am compelled to leave the country 
richer in its values and principles and not torn or anihilated by communists 
obedient to instructions from Moscow and dedicated, as the superficial 
reading of any communist pamphlet shows, to the destruction of our values 

and principles.” 


The president reasserted that “I struggle beside the Costa Ricans to keep 
the communists from destroying our essential values, the preservation of 
which allows you, fortunately, to criticize the president for defending 
the law and for opposing communist penetration.” 


In another letter to the three communist deputies at the Costa Rican Congress, 
Carazo refused to present evidence on previous statements to the effect 
that Marxism uses blackmail, threats and “inhuman actions" against the workers. 


Carazo said that presenting this evidence would be detrimental to the afore- 
mentioned workers "because these workers would be persecuted and repressed 
as is usual within communist practices." 


The president said that the Costa Rican Marxists should not be upset of 
offenders by his statements and he added that “evidence supporting my state- 
ments floods the world press and can be seen in the testimony of eyewitnesses 
ind of many communists or victims of the system." 


After saying that Costa Ricans respect Marxist beliefs, Carazo said that 
"However, we cannot allow that, in order to please the interests of a fascist 
and imperialist power, you attempt to destroy the peace, justice, economy 

and freedom of the Costa Ricans.” 


"Costa Rica is worth more than any ideology or any totalitarian power," 
Carazo concluded. 
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COSTA RICA 


BRIEFS 


DEFENDING TERRITORIAL WATERS--San Jose, 23 Jan (ACAN-EFE)--The Costa Rican 
Government will uphold its rights over its territorial waters against the 
big tishing powers, Justice Minister Elizabeth Odio Benito has stated. She 
was referring t9 a court ruling overturning an appeal represented by a U.S. 
tuna boat captain who was sentenced to 3 years in prison for poaching. The 
minister said the Supreme Court ruling is very important for the nation's 
future. Captain Carlos Cota was also fined over $100,000. The minister 
said, "Costa Rica is fighting a hard battle to protect its waters and to 
secure the big fishing powers’ recognition of its maritime rights." She 
added: "Thus Costa Rica is opening new untapped fighing prospects to its 
people and protecting its sovereignty and natural wealth." In 1979 the 
government captured many pirate tuna boats illegally fishing in its waters 
from the United States and other countries. So far in January two other 
ships, also from the United States, have been detained and prosecuted. 
Minister Odio warned that under the law "the mere fact that a fishing boat 
is in the territorial waters without a transit or fishing permit constitutes 
legal proof that it was poaching." [Text] [PA250017 Panama City ACAN in 
Spanish 0503 GMT 24 Jan 80 PA} 


NEW ALCOHOL DISTILLERY CLOSES--President Rodrigo Carazo has announced that 
the anhydrous alcohol distillery will be closed. He had inaugurated it 
yesterday at the Tempisque Sugar Central in Guanacaste. The president said 
it is preferable to use sugarcane to produce sugar for export rather than 
for anhydrous alcohol. We would save a great deal of foreign exchange 
because t’:.2 market for this type of alcohol is very limited, he added. 
Nevertheless, Carazo admitted that the present era forces us to search 
actively for substitutes for hydrocarbons. He stressed, however, that 
this must be done rationally. For this reason the chief executive fe. ls 
that rather than produce alcohol in this distillery we should produce sugar 
and export it to purchase oil. [Excerpts] [PA202134 San Jose Radio Reloj in 
Spanish 1330 GMT 20 Jan 80 PA} 








COMMUNIQUE ON LIMON STRIKE--The National Liberation Party [PLN] issued a 
communique yesterday afternoon harshly criticizing the executive branch 

for the strike in Limon. According to the communique, the leftist leaders 
were able to take advantage of the strike for the benefit of their political 
and electoral interests. The PLN document stated the government has again 
confused unionism with communism and the right to strike with (?insubordina- 
tion). The PLN added the government mistakenly larnched an aggressive 
publicity campaign to divert the Costa Ricans' attention from the effects 

of an incompetent administration which is adversely affecting Costa Rican 
homes. The PLN communique repudiated any extremist maneuver aimed at 

taking advantage of the just aspirations of the workers. [Text] [PA181755 
San Jose Radio Reloj in Spanish 1200 GMT 18 Jan 80 PA] 


ABRAHAM CROCAMO ASYLUM DENIED--The request for territorial asylum made by 
Panamanian Abraham Crocamo Arevalo has been rejected by the Foreign Ministry. 
Crocamo Arevalo has been accused of organizing an armed invasion against the 
Panamanian Government aimed at overthrowing Gen Omar Torrijos. According 

to Foreign Ministry sources, Crocamo Arevalo will have to leave the country 
within the next few days in view of the Foreign Ministry decision. [Text] 
(PA251433 San Jose Radio Reloj in Spanish 1200 GMT 25 Jan 80 PA] 


COTTON SUBSIDY LOSS--Jose Joaquin Acuna, director of the Costa Rican 
Government cotton production promotion program, has said that the government 
loses $3 per quintal of cotton under the present system of cotton price 
support cubsidies. He added that the subsidy price is 600 colones per 
quintal and that the 1979-1980 harvest is 28,933 quintals. [PA26233: 

San Jose Radio Reloj in Spanish 1200 GMT 21 Jan 80 PA] 
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ECUADOR 


DEFENSE MINISTER WARNS URBAN GUERRILLA WARFARE HAS BEGUN 
PA292019 Quito VOZ DE LOS ANDES in Spanish 1730 GMT 29 Jan 80 PA 


[Text] Defense Minister Marco Aurelio Subia feels that the events of last 
week are the beginning of urban guerrilla activities! 


{Begin recording] [Subia] There is no reason for these street demonstra- 
tions. 


[Question--unidentified speaker] Has the president asked you to conduct 
any special investigation of the rightist and leftist sectors, which are said 
to be behind these activities? 


[Answer] This matter concerns the government ministry, not the defense minis- 
try. 


[Question] How do the armed forces feel about this? 


[Answer] They support the democratic government because, as you know, the 
armed forces propitiated this return [f° democratic rule] and at the present 
we cannot backtrack (?on our decision). 


[Question] Mr Minister, it has been said that there are foreign paramili- 
tary forces in Ecuador to lend more strength to the student demonstrations. 
Do you know anything about this? 


[Answer] No, we know nothing about it. 


[Question] Mr Minister, do you think there is subversion or terrorism in 
the country? 


[Answer] No. There is no terrorism and it has not been proved there is 
terrorism. Logically there is an organization to carry out urban guerrilla 
activities in the sense of overrunning [COPAR] the entire city for a short 
time and so forth. But I do not think there is any terrorism per se, as 

in other countries. 
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[Question] What basis do you have for this assertion, Mr Minister? 
[Answer] It is an urban guerrilla tactic to overrun an entire city with 
small groups at the same time, using communications equipment in station 
wagons and so forth. These tactics are typical of urban guerrillas. 


[Question] [word indistinct] by any party? 


[Answer] I do not know. [end recording] 
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EL SALVADOR 


GOVERNMENT JUNTA RESIGNATION DEMANDED BY FAPU 
PA270223 San Salvador EL INDEPENDIENTE in Spanish 26 Jan 80 pp 1, 3 PA 


[Text] The United Popular Action Front [FAPU] asks for the resignation of 
the government junta and the new cabinet and creation of a peoples national 
salvation government of a pluralist, democratic and revolutionary nature, 

Alberto Ramos, FAPU secretary general, said yesterday in a news conference. 


He said the new government would be represented by the peoples revolutionary 
organizations, by democratic sectors and by young military men. Expanding 
his statements, Ramos said that on 22 January the acute crisis affecting 

the country and the rightists' refusal to accept the structural changes and 
the participation of the popular revolutionary movement in the nation's 
political life was made evident. He said this movement is the only one 
capable of implementing the urgent changes needed by El Salvador. 


He said the peoples national salvation government will reorganize the armed 
forces with the younger military sectors and create a professional army to 
defend the nation's integrity against attacks from abroad and not to repress 
the Salvadoran people. This new regime would dissolve the security organiza- 
tions, political police organizations and paramilitary groups, punish those 
responsible for crimes against the people and create new just labor and 
criminal codes. 


It would also draft a new political constitution and appoint a new government 
junta with the participation of all the people's and revolutionary groups, 
democratic political parties and the young military men. 

"It would create a State Council made up of these organizations," Ramos said, 
and added, "this is the last possibility FAPU sees for a peaceful solution 

to the crisis. We believe that if this proposal is rejected by the young 
military men and the Christian Democratic Party [PDC], the immediate alterna- 
tive for our country is rebellion." He said the popular movement is ready 
for rebellion but it would rather see a peaceful solution to the crisis. "We 
do not promote violence, but we demand justice because we believe this is 

the only just and possible solution to the national crisis," Ramos said. 


He emphasized that "all violence resulting from rejection of this proposal 
will be the exclusive responsibility of the young military, the PDC and 

the present government junta.” He appealed to the San Salvadoran archbishop, 
Oscar Arnulfo Romero, to progressive personalities, officials of former 
administrations and all Salvadoran patriots who want peace and justice in 

the nation to support this proposal. 23 








He also asked the democratic governments on this continent and in the world 
to support this last alternative for a peaceful solution, "because the 
popular organizations are not war-minded and are in favor of creation of the 
people's national salvation government, which would prevent bloodshed in 

El Salvador." 


The FAPU secretary general said this proposal is being studied by the 
revolutionary mass coordinating body and that it will support this peaceful 
solution to the crisis. He maintained that in the PDC is a rightist sector 
which promotes reforms with a club and serves yankee imperialism and the 
oligarchy, “but there is a people's movement which is not in agreement with 
its participation in the present government," he said. 


He added that there is evidence of guarantees for the changes to be imple- 
mented by the new government. Proof of this is the paralysis of the 
country's productive activity and the people's ability to promote the changes 
by itself, in spite of oligarchic opposition. "If the oligarchy opposes the 
agrarian reform, the peasants have shown that they can take over the lands 
and farm them. If the oligarchy opposes the nationalization of strategic 
industries, the working classes can take over the factories and implement 

the nationalization." 





He also said that a mechanism of popular vigilance made up of peoples commit- 
*ees in villages and towns in the country would guarantee self-defense against 
attacks by rightists. He emphasized that the 3-day general strike is the 
first protest mechanism against repression, and then it will negotiate the 
resignation of the defense ministry officials, suspension of the national 
radio network and dissolution of the security corps. it these first objec- 
tives are not attained, the strike will be indefinite, he said. 





Ramos said that in this new situation there are two sectors which should be 
won over: the honest young military and the progressive PDC members. "If 
rebellion is begun at once, these two sectors would be lost and this would 
lead to a lengthy rebellion that would cost many lives. If these sectors 
join the people, there would be a peaceful solution to the national crisis." 
He said that at this time there is no talk of a socialism government, since 
socialism will come if the Salvadoran people want it within a pluralist 
government that would be created. "If the proposal is not accepted, we shall 
begin the national rebellion with a general strike." 
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EL SALVADOR 


STATION VIEWS REVOLUTIONARY-DEMOCRATIC FORCES' UNITY 
PA221556 San Salvador La Voz Panamericana in Spanish 1837 GMT 21 Jan 80 PA 
[Commentary: "An Iron-Clad Wall"] 


[Text] The unity of the revolutionary and democratic forces is destined to 
form an iron-clad wall against which all counterrevolutionary attempts will 
fail. The event held on 11 January in the law school's auditorium scared 
the middle class not so much because of the concepts expressed there as 
because of the [word indistinct] forms and voices in which the message was 
delivered. The message delivered at the unity event does not include any 
threat against the middle class or against progressive persons in any class. 


Popular unity would pose a threat to the middle class if it consisted of the 
unity of the popular organizations against the rest of society, but such is 
not the case. Although very important, the unity of the revolutionary 
forces is not the key element in this popular unity. What is most important 
is the opening to the democratic forces. 


The democratic forces are those forces promoting or wishing to promote profound 
changes in the country's economic structure. They are the ones fighting the 
oligarchy and military authoritarianism, the ones opposing imperialism, the 
ones advocating human rights and the ones wishing to effectively resolve our 
people's enormous material and moral problems. Those forces, found in the 
middle strata of society are being invited to join the revolutionary 
forces--basically represented by the popular organizations--to form a truly 
revolutionary and popular government. 


The unity phenomenon cannot be interpreted merely as the consolidation and 
hardening of the extreme left's political positions for the purpose of 
seizing power. On the contrary, it constitutes the opposite--a withdrawal 
from extreme radical positions to more moderate and therefore, more popular 
positions. 


This unity does not mean the insistance of a so-ca’led political dogmas, 
but an opening to a dialog among different currents within the broad spectrum 
of the Salvadoran left. 


Only the oligarchy, with its allies and servants, has something to fear from 
this unity. It must fear the end of its empire, of its colony, of its 
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excessive exploitation. If the unity of all revolutionary and democratic 
forces is truly achieved--progressive military officers included--oligarchic 
power would be irremediably defeated. And it could be defeated without the 
need for a fratricidal armed confrontation because fighting against an iron- 
clad wall would be suicidal and the oligarchy and its allies would not dare 
attempt it. 


Popular unity, therefore, represents a solid base for hope rather than a 

cause for fear for those who are not members of the oligarchy or do not 
identify with it. Instead, popular unity is aimed at democratically distribut- 
ing power among all Salvadorans and at achieving greater national independence. 


Thus, one must not be influenced by the shouting of popular leaders used to 
speaking in inhospitable places and in difficult times. The manifesto to 
the Salvadoran people signed on that occasion by the principal popular 
organizations deserves calm analysis. It is an important document, we might 
even say historical. It could constitute one of the principal milestones 

in the path leading to the liberation of our oppressed people. But its 
importance will depend on the extent to which the democratic forces feel 
they are being included and accept this offer of dialog and unity. 
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EL SALVADOR 


MORALES ERLICH COMMENTS ON VIOLENCE 
PA260409 San Salvador Domestic Service in Spanish 0130 GMT 25 Jan 80 PA 


[Statement by government spokesman Dr Jose Antonio Morales Erlich at 
news conference at Presidential Palace--live] 


[Excerpts] [Morales] On behalf of the Revolutionary Government Junta, we 
wish to announce not only our position but that of the country regarding 
the events which have brought mourning to our people. 


I wish to begin by saying that the Revolutionary Government Junta has been, 
is and will continue to be committed to the task of carrying out a revolution 
in this country and of changing all the social, economic and political 
structures to transfer them from a small privileged sector which at present 
is obtaining benefits from those structures to a new social scheme in which 
power will be transferred to the people. 


In addition, I wish to state for the record that this Revolutionary Govern- 
ment junta considers itself to be, and is demonstrating that it is, the 
defender of all freedom, of human social and political rights and that this 
has been the rule we will continue to follow, because our sole objective 

is to transfer power to the people and achieve an authentically democratic 
regime for this country; that is, a society of popular participation. 


I wish to say that it is under those premises that the development of this 
country has been carried out and it is in this context that the demonstra- 
tion Tuesday transpired. It was a demonstration by revolutionary leftist 
organizations which the government junta decided to permit if it was carried 
out peacefully, because it has always been possible to demonstrate within 
the framework of respect for political and social freedoms. 


I wish to state emphatically that it was the government junta's decision to 
have the security corps and all troops of all kinds remain in their garri- 

sons to avoid any problem in the course of this demonstration. Only a few 

police remained on guard at certain public buildings, which logically could 
not be left unguarded. Vigilance at these buildings is routine. 


We are the first to regret the events of 22 January because, I repeat, it 
was our decision to allow the demonstration to proceed normally. 
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The demonstration began in an orderly manner. It lasted for approximately 

2 hours. It arrived in the downtown sector of the city and passed the 
national palace. Here we wish to make it clear that there have been persons-- 
who in our opinion are members of the extreme right--who are determined to 
prevent the process of change and revolutionary development in this country. 
These persons fired at the demonstrators to create chaos and confusion as 
thousands were passing through the area. 


In these circumstances--and we also have to admit, because it is a fact known 
to all Salvadorans--in response to this provocation, in response to this 
spark, the disorders began. In these disorders there was shooting and you 
know that some of the participants in the demonstration were also armed. 

They fired, and according to reports, national guardsmen on guard at the 
national palace also fired in defense, they claim, of the national palace, 
which they considered at that time to be threatened. 


We wish to be as objective as possible, because we are the first to regret 
these incidents. However, at that time, when the disorders began, there 
was shooting; regrettably, there were deaths. There were wounded of all 
kinds, and the ensuing confusion caused other victims. 


Proof of this is that reports from hospitals and from the examination of 
various bodies indicate that wounds were caused by bullets of various 
calibers, ranging from military weapons to .22-caliber weapons. This is 
proof of the confusion at the time in the course of the demonstration. 





I repeat that the Revolutionary Covernment Junta is the first to regret 
these incidents, because no one could have less to gain from such incidents 
than this government, which is committed to executing a peaceful revolution, 
to changing structures and arriving at a system of authentic democracy. 

We do not want violence. We do not support violence. We regret these 
incidents and we are determined to overcome this painful situation and 
prevent a halt to this process to which we are committed. 


We wish to extend our condolences to all the relatives of persons who were 
killed and to the organizations to which they belonged, because at no time 
do we want a continuation of this situation of unrest in this country. 


We have tried to be as objective as possible. We will answer all your 
questions with all sincerity. 


[Question] Blanche Dietrich, Uno Mas Uno, Mexico. What negotiations were 
carried out with U.S. State Department envoy William Bowdler yesterday? 


[Answer] It is what we could call a normal visit by an official who has 
just taken up his post in the United States. He has visited the entire 
Central American area and there was an exchange of information regarding 
the situation not only in El Salvador but in the entire area and regarding 
the possibility of U.S. loans to Salvadoran emergency programs. 








The final figures of the loans have not yet been determined. It is a pre- 
liminary negotiation, but we are requesting loans of several million dollars, 
not only from the United States but also from other countries in order to 

try to put the country on the road to true recovery. 


We could probably give the exact figures in the course of next week after 
we have made the programs much more specific. This is basically what was 
discussed with Mr Bowdler. Of course the basic issue, as I was saying, was 
an exchange, the introduction of an official who has just taken up his post 
in the United States and is visiting the entire Central American area as a 
normal, protocolary routine. 


{[PA260416] [Question] Jorge Uribe Navarrete of Excelsior, Mexico. 

Dr Morales Erlich, for the first time you have admitted that in the massacre 
of Tuesday military weapons were also fired. We foreign correspondents heard 
this on the mandatory radio network which was established. 


It was said on several occasions that most of the dead were killed by 
.22-caliber bullets, giving the people to understand that the shots had been 
fired by civilians. 


On the other hand, on admitting that the national guard fired, you said the 
guardsmen did so to protect the national palace. I was a witness to the 
shooting and almost a victim of the bullets. I personally, as well as several 
of my companions, can say that at the time the shooting started several 
hundred people were marching in the most complete tranquillity and calm. 
Therefore, in my opinion, Sir, at that moment there was no threat to the 
security of the national palace. How can you justify the fact that there 
were deaths from military weapons among people who were marching peacefully, 
and how do you explain this error or lapse on the part of the radio network, 
which stated so insistently that the bullets had been .22 caliber? Thank 
you very much. 


[Answer] I have also admitted that the demonstration was being carried out 
in complete normalcy. What I said was that on occasions in which a demon- 
stration, even one that is proceeding peacefully, is armed--and no one denies 
that this was the case--the detonator... [does not complete sentence] accord- 
ing to investigations, and I can tell you that from some witnesses, including 
newsmen, it has been learned that there were shots from weapons which were 
not military weapons. In a moment of tension there is a psychological 
process of disorientation among the masses--and this is not a phenomenon only 
here but anywhere there is a conglomeration of people, where they may be 
tension and where there are weapons. 


We insist that at no time did this junta or the security corps have the in- 
tention oi massacring the demonstrators. It has been proved that the shots 
which caused this were not fired by national guardsmen but came from the 
sidelines. 


After this, when there was shooting on all sides, there was also shooting 
by the guardsmen. Why is there talk of .22-caliber weapons? Because 
reports from hospitals indicate this. There was one person at Rosales Hospital 
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who was wounded by a large-caliber weapon, probably a (?G-3), but the other 
73 wounded were mostly wounded by .38 and .22 weapons, which are not used by 
the security corps and certainly not by the national guardsmen who were on 
the spot. This leads to the presumption that there were attacks on con- 
frontations among other groups. A variety of weapons was present at the 
time, as you have been able to learn from media reports. 


I regret that you were present at the time, because at no time have we 
desired incidents such as that which occurred. 


We are not trying to evade responsibility, but we do feel that this government 
has a clear conscience because it never planned a massacre. I wish to say 
that, considering the number of persons who were in the area, if there had 
been a real intention to kill there would have been a disaster. 


While we regret this incident, which we did not want, the first person hurt 

in incidents of this type is a government which wants to make changes. We 

are initiating a land reform process. We are nationalizing banking. We 

are going to nationalize foreign trade. This is enough trauma in an oligarchic 
society like this one without our wishing to create a greater problem with 
mourning and deaths in a demonstration. 


I want the position of this government to be clear. We want to change this 
country. There is enough resistance and violence unleashed against us by 

sectors who do not wish to lose their power without increasing our problems. 
You can understand that a government that is engaged in these actions would 
want to avoid such problems. 


CSO: 3010 


30 











EL SALVADOR 


FENASTRAS URGES ALL TO JOIN IN UNIT“ 
PA191542 San Salvador LA PRENSA GRAYICA in Spanish 11 Jan 80 p 31 PA 


[Salvadoran Workers National Union Federation statement: date and place not 
given--capitalized passages published in upper case] 


[Text] The Salvadoran Workers National Union Federation [FENASTRAS], 
gloriously salutes the revolutionary organizations--the United Action Popular 
Front, the People's Revolutionary Bloc, the Nationalist Democratic Union, 

the 28 February People’s Leagues and others--for their important step toward 
THE UNIFICATION OF ALL REVOLUTIONARY ORGANIZATIONS which they will take on 

ll January at the auditorium of the law school. This event is already 

making history and demonstrates that the popular movement continues to be 
necessary to overthrow this capitalist system of oppression and misery. 


The people have been participants of this historical need (UNITY), which is 
the main reason to unite all social forces in our fatherland and engage in 
a common struggle against the enemy of our class: the bourgeoisie and U.S. 
imperialism. History has taught us that we cannot fight separately against 
such a powerful and cruel enemy. History has shown our mistakes and purged 
us to such an extent that our experiences in the struggle have started with 
the glorious gesture of UNITY. 


FENASTRAS, aware of the wish of the various popular organizations to merge, 
believes that it has a historical duty to pursue this desire which is 
genuinely the people's aspiration and which has been the cause of the blood- 
shed by many of the fatherland's best sons for many years. 


I. THE HISTORICAL STRUGGLE OF THE WORKING CLASS 


Our first labor organizations to appear under a concept of unity were directed 
at the defense of the interests of their class and the freedom fight of our 
people against the oppressive forces of that era. The labor confederations 
founded in 1924 with the general confederation of Salvadoran workers, foresaw 
and were consistent with the noble interests of the people in general and 

the working class in particular. This constant struggle the working class 

has carried out against its enemy: the bourgeoisie and U.S. imperialism 

which embodied the despotic governments of Regalado Duenas, Quinonez and 
Melendez--the traditional enemies of the workers and the popular organiza- 
tions--has been consolidated in a single struggie. 
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The year 1932 was a very important period in the struggle of the popular 
organizations. It resulted in the insurrectional struggle of the urban and 
rural masses against the counterrevolutionary dictatorship headed by the 
cruel Maximiliano Hernandez Martinez. This incident demonstrates the uncon- 
trollable spirit of sacrifice and devotion of our people. This experience 
has served as a basis for the people to prepare new battles which will 
definitely defeat our class enemies by using all the necessary forms of 
struggle and organization. 


The workers" struggle through the decades has allowed us to move toward the 
final liberation, a liberation whith is near to the extent that we join in 
tireless and absolute struggle. The revolutionary process of the masses is 
enriching. It has been the school which teaches us our duties as workers and 
the great historical tasks which are only possible through the unity of all. 


II. OUR FEDERATION CONTRIBUTES TO FORGING THE NEW REVOLUTIONARY UNITY 


FENASTRAS has contributed to forge this unity by organizing the working class 
and engaging in a tireless and difficult fight using the forms of strugzle 

our revolutionary process demands. We have had to face criminal employer's 
organizations and regimes such as those of Molina, Romero and the government 
junta which have killed some of our valuable colleagues. The enemies of the 
people have tried to destroy our organization but it has been impossible 
because of our close ties with large groups of workers. Our struggle has 

deep historical roots and is strengthened by the example of Anastasio Aquino, 
Farabundo Marti, Feliciano Ama, Victor Manuel Sanchez, Oscar Gilberto Martinez, 
Saul Santiago Contreras, Oscar Armando Interiano, Mercedes Recinos, Lil Milagro 
Ramirez, Miguel Angel Terezon and so forth, who are examples of struggle and 
revolutionary fervor in the defense of the interests of the exploited. 


The tasks which we have achieved in our position as a revolutionary labor 
organization (and which we will continue to boost) are a contribution to 
this UNITY chat the people have been promoting through their various 
revolutionary and democratic organizations. 


[PA192249] The struggle we have promoted in the past few months represents 

a big advance for the labor movement and a specific contribution to the unity 
of the people's movement. This has been possible because of the conscientious 
work our federation has been promoting under the flags of revolutionary 
unionism. These struggles fall within the framework of the following 
activities: 


1. Under the unitarian concept of struggle and defense of the labor movement, 
FENASTRAS joins its efforts and strengthens the combat against oligarchic 
interests, with the heroic struggles staged in February and March, culminating 
in the general electricity strike, which provided a lesson in PROPLES POWER, 


2. Mass mobilizations throughout the country are aimed at consolidating and 
raising the workers’ consciousness. An example of this is the grand mobiliza- 
tion staged on 28 November 1979, at which the working class took to the 
streets, once again proving its power. 
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3. FENASTRAS solidarity with various strikes and work stoppages reaffirms 
that solidarity with the working class lies above and beyond party solidarity. 


4. An intense ideological struggle is being waged against rightist sectarian, 
opportunistic and revisionist deviations to strengthen revolutionary unionism. 


5. Encouragement is given by our federation to strikes and work stoppages 
held in defense of the interests of the workers in their struggles against 
exploitive managements this year as was done last year. 


6. The constant creation of unionist schools which, for the purpose of 
strengthening the revolutionary unionist trend, operate in our country's 
various unions and in which Salvadoran workers join every day. Forty-three 
unions have become affiliated in the past few days. 


7. Cultural-political events aimed at raising our people's cultural and 
ideological level have also been held. These events have been accompanied 
with news conferences where information has been provided and our position 
on the various alternatives open in our country has been stated. 


FENASTRAS calls on all popular organizations to join in this struggle for 
UNITY, which means fighting OUR BOURGEOIS AND IMPERIALIST OPPRESSORS. It 

is important that workers, peasants, artisans, small- and medium-sized 
businessmen, public employees, businessmen, market ladies, day-workers, 
intellectuals, writers, poets, bus route cooperative members, drivers and 

all popular sectors participate in the popular unity movement. The revolu- 
tion the people are forging is for the broad majority of our people and is 
aimed at a voracious OLIGARCHY that has plunged the Salvadoran people into 
disgrace and misery. Our struggle is being waged against Yankee imperialism, 
the principal enemy of oppressed peoples the world over; our struggle is 
being waged against the fascists that have promoted the ominous NATIONALIST 
DEMOCRATIC ORGANIZATION, THE WHITE WARRIORS UNION AND THE NATIONAL SECURITY 
AGENCY OF EL SALVADOR. Today they shield themselves behind repressive 

bodies within the army and behind the movement "on behalf of peace and work,” 
which translated to proletarian language means: peace in order to continue 
exploiting workers in the city and in the rural areas. 


FENASTRAS MAKES AN APPEAL FOR EVERYONE TO JOIN IN THE STRUGGLE FOR THE 
FORMATION OF A GOVERNMENT OF NATIONAL SALVATION. WE CALL ON THE MEMBERS 

OF THE SALVADORAN COMMUNAL UNION, THE FEDERATION OF CONSTRUCTION, TRANS- 
PORTATLON AND SIMILAR INDUSTRY UNIONS, FENAPES [expansion unknown]] AND 

ALL MEMBERS OF THE PEOPLES FORUM SO WE MAY ADOPT AS OUR OWN THE PEOPLE'S 
ASPIRATIONS BY STRUGGLING FOR UNITY AND THE CONSTRUCTION OF THIS GOVERNMENT. 


THIS IS THE PEOPLES POWER WE MUST BUILD TO SAVE OUR FATHERLAND FROM EXPLOITA- 
TION AND OLIGARCHIC AND IMPERIALIST OPPRESSION. 


IN THE FACE OF THE MANAGEMENT SECTOR'S INTRANSIGENCE, A MILITANT STRIKE IS 
THE RESPONSE! 


LET US FORGE THE PEOPLES POWER! 
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LET US STRENGTHEN THE REVOLUTIONARY UNIONIST TREND! 


UNITY, SOLIDARITY AND STRUGGLE. 


[Signed] FENASTRAS 


Cirilo Huezo 
CED 1-3-030221 
Mejicanos, 24 January 1979 


Alfred Hernandez Represa 
Secretary of Economic and 
Statistical Affairs 
CED1-1-180276 

San Salvador, 13 Februar~ 1979 


Jose Manuel Hernandez M. 
1-2-016472 


Ciudad Delgado, 9 December 1979. 
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Higinio Navarro Angel 
1-1-145432 
San Salvador, 30 December 1978 


Sonia del Milagro Salazar 

Secretary of Youth and Feminine Affairs 
1-1-192640 

San Salvador, 28 February 1979 
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EL SALVADOR 


ERP TO JOIN LEFTIST PACT 
PA182023 Madrid EFE in Spanish 1736 GMT 18 Jan 80 PA 


[Text] Mexico City, 18 Jan (EFE)--Tbe People's Revolutionary Army (ERP) of 
El Salvador will soon sign the unity agreement recently signed by the rest 
of the country's leftist clandestine organizations. 


Ana Guadalupe Martinez, member of the Directorate of the Salvadoran Revolu- 
tionary Party and ERP commander, announced this in a news conference held 
here. The leader noted that the ERP must first agree on aspects of the 
current Salvadoran situation before it signs the unitary agreements with 
the rest of the opposition. The agreement currently includes the Farabundo 
Marti People's Liberation Forces, the Armed Forces of National Resistance 
and the Communist Party of El Salvador. 


In the news conference held last night, Martinez noted that the ERP, which 
advocates a general insurrection as a means of taking power, is currently 
holding bilateral negotiations with each of these organizations. The ERP 
commander warned that an armed clash will soon occur in El Salvador, noting 
that it will be bloodier than the one which occurred in 1932. She affirmed 
that if the insurrection succeeds, the government that will emerge from it 
will be a regime based on the unity of all sectors and “of transition toward 
a socialist society.” 


Martinez said the ERP is not Maoist or Trotskiyite but defined the organiza- 
tion as essentiaily anti-imperialist. 


The Salvadoran guerrillas are not receiving weapons from Nicaragua, she 
affirmed. "Nicaragua...has no possibilities to give material support,” she 
said. 


The ERP believes that the Guatemalan army is the only foreign force which 
might interfere in El Salvador in the event of a civil war. 


Ana Guadalupe Martinez--27 years of age, former medical student and former 
prisoner of the civil guard who was released after 20 days in prison-~-has 
been here for the past 2 days in the first stage of a tour of several 
Spanish-speaking countries to explain the cause of the ERP. 
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EL SALVADOR 


PEASANTS FLEE UNDER THREAT FROM SUBVERSIVE ELEMENTS 
PA182033 San Salvador LA PRENSA GRAFICA in Spanish 10 Jan 80 pp 1, 15 PA 


[Text] More than 500 men, women and children have left their homes in the 
cantons of Conacaste, La Laguna, San Jose Del Amatillo, El Picacho and 
El Terrero because of constant death threats from subversive elements. 


The refugees in Las Vueltas Canton, Chalatenango, yesterday told newsmen 

from the capital that they had been threatened because they refused to join 
groups they identified as Salvadoran Christian Peasants Federation-Farm 
Workers Union (FECCAS-UTC), whose members belong to the People's Revolutionary 
Bloc (BPR). 


According to these people, they have been refugees in Las Vueltas for the 
past 15 days and have been sleeping in the local school and convent and in 
privately-owned houses in the area. The incidents began on 28 December when 
a group of armed men arrived on Conacaste Canton one evening and urged them 
to join their ranks. 


"They have killed my sons, Humberto and Elias Guardado," Mrs Zoila Lopez de 
Guardado indicated. A boy in the crowd added: "My father, Luis Antonio 
Hurtado, was killed by a group of those men wearing green uniforms and caps. 
All of them were shouting ‘hail the popular liberation forces.'" Hurtado, 
it was noted, has left a widow and six young children. 


The refugees are reportedly spending their meager savings and have left their 
land and animals behind because these have now been seized by the subversive 
elements. The group of refugees have affirmed that the younger peasants had 
been threatened with death unless they joined the rebel ranks. 


They have also denied having been repressed by the national guard or the 
treasury police. On the contrary they have insisted that the latter have 
been helping them and accompanying them during the daytime to the cantons 
they had abandoned in order to get food. 


They added that in the evenings, the subversives, whom they have already 
identified, come out to steal and kill anybody who opposes them. They also 
said in the past 15 days the subversive have killed more than seven people 
and were now threatening to force them out of Las Vueltas. 
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EL SALVADOR 


BUSINESS GROUP VIEWS SITUATION UNDER NEW JUNTA 
PA191817 San Salvador LA PRENSA GRAFICA in Spanish 11 Jan 80 p 29 PA 
[Advertisement by the National Association of Private Enterprises] 


[Text] 1. The national productive sector wants to define its position toward 
the new government installed on 9 January and which has concentrated its 
efforts on creation of a new junta that includes two representatives of the 
Christian Democratic Party and an independent professional. 


This government is the result of the crisis caused by the previous adminis- 
tration and a group of ministers who came. out openly against the working 
methods of the cabinet and especially against the military hierarchy. 


This dissident group was made up of several prominent leaders of the Christian 
Democratic Party [PDC], including Hector Dada Hirezi, who now appears as one 
of the new junta members. During the 2 weeks the political crisis lasted, the 
PDC maneuvers to seize power were notorious. It wants to power totally and 
exclusively, and for this purpose has argued that the PDC is the only 
political party with a defined government plan and that it represents a 
majority of the Salvadoran people. It has repeatedly said that by means of 
dialog it can convince other political groups to support the new government. 


Only 2 days after the PDC members assumed power officially, leaders of other 
leftist parties and organizations have said that the PDC is not only incapable 
of exerting any influence over them but that these groups look upon it as an 
adversary which must be destroyed. 


The PDC statement that it represents the majority of the Salvadoran people 
is completely false. The votes it obtained during the past elections 
represented traditional Salvadoran discontent with the past regimes and 

was not true support for the party. It has been traditional in this country 
for the peopie to vote for the opposition, whatever it might be. The PDC 
cannot consider these votes as an expression of support. We shall soon 

know the truth about the party's strength when it has to confront the people 
without its usual opposition garb and without its usual arguments of social 
unrest. 











2. The government formula the PDC presented to the army as a condition for 
its participation expressly excluded members of the private sector. 


This concept was reasserted by Dada Hirezi at his swearing in. He said this 
was because participation by the private sector would be detrimental. 


Such a statement expressly contradicts the armed forces proclamation, which 
says in its last paragraph: “At this moment of real national emergency, 

we make a special appeal to the popular sectors and to private capital 
with social interests to contribute in the opening of a new era for 

El Saivador within a framework of peace and effective respect for the 

human rights of all citizens." 


3. The attitude of the PDC also contradicts its own statement that it would 
make an effort to participate in a pluralist government, that is, with the 
participation of all social sectors. 


Although contradictions and changes in its ideological stance have been the 
norm of the PDC, as representatives of private enterprise we cannot overlook 
the PDC's arrogant aim to seize control of the government because such an 
attitude is against the fundamental principles of our political constitution, 
which states that sovereignty rests in the people and no group or faction 

can take it upon itself. We further wish to emphasize that private initiative, 
*hat is, the thousands of men and women who work for large, medium or small 
enterprises, are a very important part of the people of El Salvador and will 
not let a small group of professional politicians take from them their 
legitimate right to decide their own destiny. 


4. The production sector will no longer tolerate the epithet of “oligarchy” 
which the extreme left has given it. Any conscientious Salvadoran knows that 
our country's business sector is composed of a large number of businessmen 
who fight relentlessly daily to create new sources of labor, consumer goods 
and the services that are so necessary to the Salvadoran people, without any 
political interest or purpose. 


El Salvador's productive sector also wishes to establish clearly that by not 
participating in the government it declines all responsibility in the 
consequences of any measures the PDC may put into effect. 


However, we demand, by virtue of our right as Saivadoran citizens, that 
we be allowed to present our reasonable opinion regarding those proposals 
because they may have a deep and decisive influence on the nation's future. 


5. In addition we wish to establish clearly that we support necessary 
«tructural changes and that we are ready to contribute to the achievement 


of these changes within the limits of our capability and experience. 


The productive sector will remain alert with regard to the government's 
policy and the execution of structural reforms. 
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This does not mean that it should be interpreted as an intention of opposing 
all projects or steps taken, since all action that ts considered positive 
and beneficial for our country will have our broadest support. 


Nevertheless, after an analysis and in the face of the situation at this 
time, the productive sector as of now clearly and definitely points out that 
it will not accept any future assertion, by the persons really guilty, 
blaming us for the failures and consequences of a policy in whose leadership 
and guidance we had no part. 
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EL SALVADOR 


"ALIEN FORMULAS' BLAMED FOR STATE OF AFFAIRS 

PA251813 San Salvador EL DIARIO DE HOY in Spanish 24 Jan 80 p 7 PA 
[Editorial] 

[Text] Part I: "Where Is the Paradise Offered?" 


According to the stale theory, "as our country makes the necessary changes" 
and "the oligarchic power is destroyed," there will be more peace, the living 
standards of the Salvadoran people will be increased, an end will be put to 
the poverty and defects our country has been suffering from times immemorial. 


But nobody overlooks the fact that each day there is more unemployment, that 
production resources are being destroyed and that violence threatens to 
level the last vestiges of civilization that still exist in this torn land. 


Nothing else could be expected wher we plunged into formulas forced on us by 
foreign powers which ignore the Salvadoran reality and are indifferent to 
our ultimate destiny. 


From the alliance for progress to the policy of human rights, it has been 
El Salvador's fate to be the guinea pig of all these unfortunate socializing 
experiments. We have paid for them with suffering, poverty and blood. 


As the shah of Iran said with his eyes full of tears, the intervention of the 
Carter government in the domestic policy of his country dragged them to 
disaster, creating a vacuum of power in the Middle East which the Soviet Union 
has begun to fill with the brutal invasion of Afghanistan. 


In Central America this policy led to the collapse of the Nicaraguan army and 
the veiled incorporation of the nation into the communist orbit, while the 
rest of us are paralyzed in the face of communist aggression and we are 
impoverished with economic formulas which are systematically destroying 

our production systems. 


At no moment since the end of World War II and despite extremely bad govern- 
ments, the series of interventionist laws which we have been forced to 

accept and all the limitations that have blocked the growth of our enter- 
prises, had El Salvador suffered from negative economic development until the 
department of state fostered a new series of “structural changes" and the 
delivering of power, first to a representative of popular law [fuero popular] 
and later to the Christian Democratic Party. 
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Part II: "Nefarious Political Formulas of Alien Origin" 


in the United States financial systems are not only independent from the 
government, but they also enjoy much greater autonomy in making their 
decisions than has existed in El Salvador. Despite this the Carter government 
views with complacency the nationalization of our banking system. This is 
also the way It views a series of reforms which completely contradict the 
North American tradition concerning the limitation of farm property holdings, 


price control, nationalization of exports or implementation of retroactive 
laws. 


It was not possible for El Salvador to progress through the series of laws 
decreed through decisions of the alliance for progress and of a series of 
international organizations such as ECLA, the IDB, the EXIMBANK, the Secretariat 
of Central American Economic Integration or the Central American Bank of 
Economic Integration. 


At no moment was there an attempt to increase our farming and livestock or 
industrial production, to strengthen our enterprises to generate employment 
and wealth or to promote domestic savings and thus create new employment sources. 
There was only talk of “distribution of wealth" when there could be only one 
“distribution of wealth" in a country like ours, of marginal production. 


The poor of El Salvador are not the ones who are incorporated into organized 
enterprises, but the ones who live on their fringes. 


By destroying labor sources, not only is work not generated, but the number 
of persons alienated from productive labor increases. 

But with the policy of "human rights," in effect there has been protection 
for the groups which have systematically sown chaos in this country. 


What the stubborn, hardheaded ones in the Department of State, who want to 
change the status quo prevailing in this country, are ignoring is that the 
essence of that status quo is, generally speaking, the same that has 
generated U.S. greatness. Only over there, our limitations have not 
occurred, 
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EL SALVADOR 


ASI OUTLINES POSITION ON COUNTRY'S SITUATION 
PA192314 San Salvador LA PRENSA GRAFICA in Spanish 19 Jan 80 p 27 PA 


[Paid announcement titled: "Salvadoran Manufacturers Association Defines Its 
Position Regarding the National Situation"] 


[Excerpts] The special general assembly of members of the Salvadoran Manu- 
facturers Association [ASI], which met on 17 January 1980, to analyze the 
political and social situation in our country, agreed to publicly express 
its position in the following terms: 


in view of the truly delicate conditions which prevail in the country, it is 
now proper for the ASI to outline its position with regard to current events. 
These events have caused great concern to conscientious and responsible 
citizens who are aware of the damage that the republic could suffer in the 
economic and social areas, and of the danger of conflict which could follow 
a breakdown in the political situation which would be possible if government 
officials fail to take the proper measures in time. 


The ASI would like to state for the recerd its basic intentions in view of 
the crisis which at present prevails in the country. They are as follows: 


1. To demand that the present civilian and military authorities formally 
comply with the oath which they took publicly to comply with and enforce 
the constitution of the republic. 


2. To offer its cocperation, if required, to the government of the republic 
to study possible reforms to the economic and social structures that might 
substantially improve our people's living and working conditions while 
respecting the legitimate rights of the production sector and of individuals 
as guaranteed by the constitution. 


3. To hold the government of the republic and the new official party 
responsible for their actions if the country's situation continues to 
deteriorate, seriously affecting the economy and causing unemployment, a 
lack of investment and chaos. 


4. To urge the armed forces, while reiterating its support for their forces, 
to adopt--in compliance with their constitutional duties--vigorous measures 
to reestablish and maintain public order in order to avoid the destruction 

of Salvadoran society. 
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It is no longer possible to ignore the critical situation now prevailing 
in the nation. The paralyzation of investment, the closure of innumerable 
centers of employment with the consequent loss of jobs for many thousands 
of persons and the obvious decrease in national production are direct 
effects of the desperate situation already being felt; one which threatens 
to bring about the total destruction of the country. 


The climate of violence which currently exists has reached extremes that 
are dangerous for the republic. Disregard for the law, crime and attacks 
and abuses of all kinds directed against persons and bodies that give life 
to the nation--all this results in a state of chaos. It is now the general 
feeling that the armed forces should not continue to view this situation 


with indifference. 
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EL SALVADOR 


BRIEFS 


CONCERN OVER FARM OCCUPATIONS--San Salvador, 18 Jan--(AFP)--Colonel Adolfo 
Majano officially expressed the Salvadoran junta's concern today over the 
occupation of 25 farms in the northern part of the country. Hundreds of 
persons affiliated with the Salvadoran Christian Peasants Federation (FECCAS) 
and the Farm Workers Union (UTC) today occupied farms in Chalatenango 
Department demanding wage increases and better water and housing services, 
among other things. Colonel Majano said the government junta had named 

a committee of labor Ministry officials to analyze the problem and propose 
settlement formulas and expressed his concern for the economic harm caused 
by the occupation of these farms, which are important producers of sugarcane. 
[Text] [PA19130]1 Paris AFP in Spanish 0403 GMT 19 Jan 80 PA} 


SOCIALIST INTERNATIONAL MEETING--San Salvador, 18 Jan (ACAN-EFE)--The 
National Revolutionary Movement (MNR) announced here today the fourth 
world meeting of the socialist international will begin on 28 January in 
San Salvador. Spanish socialist leaders Felipe Gonzalez and Mario Suares 
[mame as received] and other prominent socialist figures will attend the 
conference. A general analysis and the drafting of action programs for the 
near future will be a part of the meeting. [Text] [PA211605 Panama City 
ACAN in Spanish 1652 GMT 18 Jan 80 PA] 


"PEOPLES PRISON,’ NEW GROUP--San Salvador, 15 Jan (AFP)--A people's prison 
of the underground Farabundo Marti Peoples Liberation Forces (FPL) where 
several kidnap victims, including South African Ambassador Archibald Dunn, 
were reportedly held, was found by the National Guard in an urban area 

in northern San Salvador today. According to the police report, the FPL 
central library also operated there and about 2,000 books, including Marxist 
literature, brochures and other FPL material, were confiscated. The military 
sources also reported finding FPL records. They said the underground prison 
was in a modern home in the Monte Belo residential area. It was rented by a 
young couple 4 months ago for $200 a month. Meanwhile, a new underground 
group, the Revolutionary Armed Forces of El Salvador [Fuerzas Armadas 
Revolucionarias de El Salvador--FARS], called local radio stations today 
claiming responsibility for the killing of former (?deputy) and Presidential 
House official Adolfo Cuellar Monday in a capital city neighborhood. It is 
rumored that the new underground group may be the result of the announced 
member of underground extreme leftwing groups. [Text] [PA171738 Paris AFP 

in Spanish 0422 GMT 16 Jan 80 PA] 
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RIGHTS GROUP APPEALS--Press bulletin released by the Human Rights Commission 
of El Salvador: In view of the seriousness of the cases involving Archibald 
Gardner Dunn, Jaime Battle and Jaime Gil Arguello, the Human Rights Commission 
of El Salvador urgently appeals to: 1. The organizations that kidnaped 

the above-mentioned gentlemen so greater flexibility will be allowed in the 
negotiations, as we understand the objective of their actions is not to put 
an end to the lives of the prisoners. 2. The governments, relatives and all 
parties involved in the solution of these problems so they develop a more 
diligent attitude in order to prevent a more serious violation of human 
rights in our country through the outcome of these problems. [Text] 

[PA220105 San Salvador La Voz Panamericana in Spanish 1826 GMT 21 Jan 80 PA) 
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GRENADA 


BRIEFS 


HEAVY RAIN DAMAGE--St. Georges, Jan 21 (CANA)--Heavy rains in Grenada over 
the past two months have caused more than 32 million dollars (EC--11.8 
million dollars U.S.) damage, an official statement has said. Last week, 
Prime Minister Maurice Bishop before leaving on a Middle East tour, termed 
Grenada "a gravely affected area” and launched an appeal for assistance. 
This is expected to be one of the main plans of his aid seeking mission 

to Algeria, Iraq, Libya and Syria. The government statement spoke of 
“tremendous damage to both the agricultural sector and the entire communi- 
cations network.” “Damage to the agricultural sector is estimated at 
iwelve (12) million dollars (EC--4.4 million U.S.) with cocoa being the 
hardest hit area,” it added. [Text] [FL261710 Kingston DAILY GLEANER in 
English 23 Jan 80 p 3 FL] 
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GUATEMALA 


INTERPOL, DETECTIVES SEARCH FOR SANDINIST CELLS 
PA280256 Guatemala City PRENSA LIBRE in Spanish 15 Jan 80 p 4 PA 


[Text] The International Police [Interpol] has established that there are 
several Sandinist cells in Guatemala. 


For this reason, more than 400 detectives are searching for the alleged 
guerrillas before they can create problems for the people and former 
Somozist officials in asylum in the country. 


Official sources reported last night that they have found several vehicles, 
including one that was owned by Mrs Hope Somoza, wife of Gen Anastasio 
Somoza Debayle, former president of Nicaragua, who is presently in exile 

in Paraguay. 


Dr Oscar Mayorga Salgado, former commander and director of Nicaragua's 
military hospital, and his daughter, Mirtha Mayorga de Arguello, wife of 
the present secretary of the Culture Ministry of Nicaragua, Javier Arguello 
Hurtado, yesterday testified before the detectives. Their statements dealt 
with vehicles that are now in Guatemala, which were presumably used by 
Sandinist elements to get into the country. 


Mirtha Mayorga de Arguello said she left Nicaragua because she was going to 
be subjected to an investigation since she is the wife of the secretary of 
the Culture Ministry. She said that she will not return to her country 

but will continue traveling south to a distant country where she has a home. 


According to official reports, this lady was in possession of one of the 
vehicles that allegedly has been used to bring Sandinists to Guatemala. This 
was explained later and the lady confirmed that she in fact used the vehicle 
but it was not she who brought it into Guatemalan territory. 


To catch the first chief of the Detective Corp, Col Manuel de Jesus Valiente 
Tellez, the authorities are tracking several Sandinists who came to the 
country, possibly intending to harm Somozists in exile or to initiate a 
campaign against our people. 


Officially, the investigations taking place are being directed by Interpol 
with assistance from seven more sections of the Detectives Corp, whose agents 
have precise orders on how to handle the surreptitious Sandinist penetration 
in December, according to the authorities. 
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GUATEMALA 


BRIEFS 


FUR LEADER IXCAMPARI KILLED--Guatemala City, 24 Jan (ACAN-EFE)--Abraham Ruben 
Ixcampari, leader of the opposition United Revolutionary Front [FUR], was 
shot to death by unidentified persons here today. Ixcampari, a 46-year-old 
lawyer, was traveling along 7th Avenue and 13th Street in Zone 1 when several 
men fired a machinegun at him and quickly sped away in an automobile. 
Critically wounded, the politician was taken by the Red Cross to General 
Hospital, where he died. Ixcampari was a member of the Political Council 

of the FUR, a new political party of social democratic leaning. [Text] 
[PA241723 Panama City ACAN in Spanish 1646 GMT 24 Jan 80 PA} 


ECONOMY MINISTER DEFENDS POLICY--I am not the minister of the rich, I am the 
revolutionary of 1944 [as heard], Economy Minister Valentin Solorzano 
fernandez said in referring to press attacks against him saying that his 
ministry is not solving the problems concerning the high cost of living and 
is not stopping [words indistinct} Solorzano Fernandez said he is a revolu- 
tionary of 1944 and that he could never be a minister of the rich. Regarding 
the speculators, the minister stated that those who speculate with the prices 
of staples have been mocking the present sanctions because they paid 
5,000-quetzal fines with pleasure while they made 100,000 quetzals in profits 
by increasing the prices. Now, he said, the punishment will be jail terms. 
in referring to other increases, he said: My office has not authorized 
increases in the prices of milk, flour and much less salt. [sentence 
indistinct] [Text] [PA231816 Guatemala City Domestic Service in Spanish 

1230 GMT 23 Jan 80 PA] 


GRAIN STORAGE AID TO NICARAGUA=-Guatemala will give Nicaragua technical aid 
for the grains program that nation has begun. For this purpose, Guatemala 
will send Mr Jose Ernesto (Avalos), a farmer from Nueva Santa Rosa, who is 
a specialist in the construction of grain silos. As result of a visit made 
by Nicaraguan Ministry of Agriculture officials around the middle of 
October last year, the FAO [word indistinct] in this program, It was re- 
ported that Mr (Avalos) will give a course on the construction of grain 
silos, their operation and so forth [words indistinct] in Nicaragua, which 
has reported a 20-30 percent loss of post harvest [pos cosecha] cereals 
because of the lack of appropriate silos. [Text] (PA141546 Guatemala City 
Domestic Service in Spanish 1230 GMT 14 Jan 80 PA] 














FUR LEADER CONTINUES OPPOSITION--The United Revolutionary Front (FUR) con- 
tinues in the opposition and it will continue its struggle on behalf of the 
people's interests, Miguel Angel Andrino Dieguez, president of the FUR National 
Political Council, said today. The FUR leader reiterated that the party 
“firmly maintain its democratic line and rejects any alliance with official 
sectors and with parties which participate in the government of which have 
always opposed the democratic system and nationalist aspirations." In the 
name of the FUR political council, Andrino Dieguez issued a call to all 

its members to increase efforts to carry out the party's work plan and to 
promote the established objectives to achieve the social, economic, and 
political aspirations of the Guatemalan people. We urge all members of 

FUR branches in villages, towns, municipalities and departments to increase 
their organization with true revolutionary spirit, adding new members to 
make our party even greater and more powerful since this is the only national 
hope, the FUR leader added. [Text] [PA260004 Guatemala City EL IMPARCIAL 

in Spanish 17 Jan 80 p 2 PA] 
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HONDURAS 


PEASANTS GIVE GOVERNMENT 45 DAYS TO ANSWER DEMANDS 
PA261505 San Pedro SULA TIEMPO in Spanish 16 Jan 80 p 4 PA 


[Text] The Honduran Peasants National Unity Front [Frente de Unidad Nacional 
Campesino Hundureno--FUNACAMH] yesterday gave the government of the republic 
45 days to satisfactorily answer the demands included in a document given to 
Gen Policarpo Paz Garcia on 26 November 1979. 


FUNACAMH has threatened that it will mobilize its rank and file to achieve 
peasant goals. The communique reads as follows: 


Communication to the military junta of government: 


The Honduran Peasants National Unity Front (FUNACAMH), after having met on 
14 and 15 January and discussed the political, economic and social situation 
of our people, announces to the military junta of government, the Honduran 
people in general and the peasants in particular, the following: 


1. Whereas FUNACAMH has been waiting for a response to the demands raised 
with the president of the governing military junta on 26 November 1979 

when we discussed the problems requiring solution and which so far have not 
been solved. 


2. Whereas FUNACAMH has been questioning the present policy of the governing 
military, and there is no consistency between what is demagogically said 

and the true situation of the peasants struck in the most painful poverty 
because they lack the means of production and suffer from the high cost of 
living, which constitutes a violation of human rights, while the bureaucracy, 
in alliance with the most conservative sectors in this country, makes a 
business of the needs of our people. 


3. Whereas the present agrarian reform law does not respond to the needs of 
the Honduran peasants or to the needs of the present moment because it is 
awkward and because of the lack of political will of the present military 
government and we urgently need drastic measures to pull the agrarian reform 
process out of its stagnant situation. 


4. Whereas the new director of the National Agrarian Institute (INA) has 
refused to receive FUNACAMH pretending to ignore the importance the front 
deserves and perhaps obeying orders from those he represents. 
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5. Whereas FUNACAMH has been created as a tool to struggle in defense of 
the interests of the Honduran peasants and for the implementation of a true 
agrarian reform. 


The FUNACAMH has decided: 

l. To demand that the military government publish the very well-known 
results of Fabio David Salgado's poor administration so that peasants and 
the public in general can know them and at the same time, to punish the 


persons responsible for splurging the people's money. 


2. To demand the immediate delivery of all the land demanded by the peasant 
cadres in FUNACAMH, 


3. To demand the prompt release of the peasants imprisoned in connection 
with agrarian problems and charged with common crimes by the landowners 


in connivance with the civilian and military authorities. 


4. We demand the issuing of a decree law that will permit the immediate 
delivery of land to the peasants. 


5. The FUNACAMH summons the government of the military junta to respond 
within 45 days as of this date to the demands made on 26 November 1979. If 
it does not, the membership will determine what measures are to be taken. 

6. We alert the labor, student and teachers’ organizations and the Honduran 
Patriotic Front so that together we wi!l act in solidarity in the struggle 
being waged by the workers in the various enterprises and the future struggle 
of the peasants in the FUNACAMH. 

Given in the city of Teguciagalpa on 15 January 1980. For the FUNACAMH 
Marcial Euceda, National Union of Peasants 

Ramiro Diaz, Honduran Peasants National Association 

Mariano Sanchez, National Union of Authentic Peasants of Honduras 


Israel Echeverria, EACA [expansion unknown] 


"Land justice and liberty.” 














HONDURAS 


RADIO COMMENTARY SEES NO NEED TO ‘COPY REVOLUTION’ 


PA142203 Tegucigalpa Domestic Service in Spanish 1130 GMT 14 Jan 80 PA 


[Station commentary ]} 


[Text] We have no need to copy anybody's ideology or form of government, 

or to resort to violence to make changes in the country's socioeconomic 
situation. The democratic system is the most appropriate to meet the needs 
of the people without endangering peace. It has the advantage, contrary 

to other systems, of not curtailing freedom or violating human rights to put 
a revolutionary seal on its work. 


If we must renounce our personality traits, democratic authenticity and 
national dignity to achieve a revolution, then it is not worthwhile, 
particularly if it involves hatred, vendettas, or the shedding of blood. 

A true revolution that seeks to end injustice and inequality, as the self- 
styled extreme left advocate, cannot want to run roughshod over and destroy 
anything that comes up against it. It must be, above all, constructive and 
peaceful because peace is more conducive to lasting change than violence. 


It would not be sincere to deny that in Honduras there are still some ana- 
chronisms that need modernizing while other things must be wholly modernized. 
Yet, no matter how backward we may be and however urgent the desire for 
revolution, onw should not engage in a revolution that is a carbon copy, 
renounces the use of one's initiative and even appeals to mercenaries to 
come conquer us and fetter us with an enslaving revolution. That would 
offend the civic dignity of our people and make them inferior. It would 
constitute a flagrant disloyalty to the nation and such an action would, 

at least, deserv: being qualified as turncoat. 


No revolution, no matter how appealing, can be justified at that price. No 
imitation is good enough to be tried out in lieu of the originality that our 
people are capable of. It is true that every revolutionary expression can 
teach us something but that does not compel one to ape it or adapt it 
completely, especially if it has not proved its effectiveness. If we had 

to study the science or art of revolutions, without a doubt we would follow 
the example of the Nordic countries, the United States of America, England, 
Switzerland, Costa Rica and other countries that have not lost ‘ope in 
democracy as a way of making social, economic and cultural change. 


WI 
a 











Without much uproar or the fanfare that the new wave of revolutionaries are 
accustomed to in the Latin American tropics, our country has not been without 
the structural change called for by the majority of the people. For instance, 
Honduran unionism is a vanguard organization as far as legislation and 
operation are concerned and it is often cited as an example in Latin America. 
The same thing can be said of the various peasant organizations concerned 

with the progressive advancement of our land reform and the accomplishments 
made with the nationalization of the railroad and ports and the exploitation 
of the forest resources that are also very significant and that used to mostly 
be in the hands of foreign businessmen. 


These and other accomplishments have been made peaceably, without hasty 
violence, without altering the tradition and democratic future of our 
people, without ignoring freedom and upholding human rights to a maximum 
instead of violating them as certain recent revolutionary movements that 
want to copy others have done. Those movements are marked more by their 
boisterous macho pretentions than cool thinking and realistic reforms. 
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HONDURAS 


NEW GOVERNMENT WILL INHERIT BORDER CONFLICT 
PA230506 Panama City ACAN in Spanish 1835 GMT ]1 Jan 80 PA 


[Text] Tegucigalpa, 21 Jan (ACAN-EFE)--Eliseo Perez Cadalso, Honduran 
foreign affairs minister, today said “the next constitutional government 
will inherit the border problem that exists with El Salvador." 


In statements to the newspaper LA PRENSA, Perez Cadalso admitted he is no 
longer so optimistic about solving the old border conflict with El Salvador, 
which in 1969 caused a 100-hour war between the two countries. "There is the 
possibility the military government will solve one part and the constitutional 
government the other,” he said. 


The Hondurans will go to the polls on 20 April 1980 to elect a constituent 
assembly which will place the government in the hands of the civilians. 


Some legal circles believe a peace treaty with El Salvador which would have 
the people's approval can only be signed by a constitutional government. 


So far, a mediation process between the two countries is in progress, conducted 
by Jose Luis Bustamante y Rivero, a former president of Peru and member of 
the International Court of Justice. 


The paperwork for the mediation has been completed but the actual negotiaticns 
have not started because of the sociopolitical problems in El Salvador. 
Meanwhile, the military civilian junta governing El Salvador has expressed 

the desire to solve the conflict with Honduras. 


fhe Honduran foreign minister's pessimism has reached the point where he no 
longer believes “the new Honduran Government will be capable of definitely 
solving the delicate problem with El Salvador, because it is so complicated 
that a complete settlement would require a long time." 


CSO; 310 10 














HONDURAS 


POLICE DISBAND MUP CELL 
PA250012 Panama City ACAN in Spanish 1856 GMT 24 Jan 80 PA 


[Text] Tegucigalpa, 24 Jan (ACAN-EFE)--The paper LA TRIBUNA reported today 
that police disbanded a cell of the People’s Unity Movement (MUP) in a house 
here used as a guerrilla training school. 


Police raided the house, in the San Miguel neighborhood in the eastern out- 
skirts of Tegucigalpa. During the action a police sergeant was shot to 
death, seven persons were arrested and eight escaped the police dragnet. 


"The clandestine and leftist MUP is linked to the events in San Miguel neigh- 
borhood over the weekend in which an agent of the Department of National 
Investigation [DIN] was killed," LA TRIBUNA reported. 


The paper stated that official sources close to the DIN provided the informa- 
tion. It said that the armed persons were attending an urban guerrilla 
school which was organized in Tegucigalpa a months ago. [sentence as printed] 


"The MUP militants who were arrested have been tortured by the DIN. As a 
result of the torture, they have revealed the names of about 60 MUP activists 
und these have already been captured by the authorities," the newspaper 
reported. 


_A TRIBUNA also said Jacobo Casco Castellon, former leader of the Honduran 
University Students Federation (FEUH), who was shot by DIN agents Monday 
in front of the university's fine arts departmcut, "is linked to the MUP 
guerrilla movement.” 


Casco Castellon is recovering in a Tegucigalpa hospital under heavy police 
guard. His family is barred from visiting him. 


The paper added that its sources said the MUP guerrilla movement's military 
potentiai has been practically destroyed with the captures, and the weapons 
used by those arrested in San Miguel were as sophisticated as those used 

by the Salvadoran guerrillas. 


LA TRiBUNA said that according to its DIN sources, the MUP "is an ultraleftist 
movement with direct ties with El Salvador's People's Revolutionary Bloc (BPR)." 














So far, the Hondurans knew of the existence of the MUP only through the slogans 
its militants painted on walls to make demands of the military government. 


The newspaper reported that police believe the members of the MUP are young 
university students whose ages range from 20 to 25 and “who were involved 
in at least two of the recent bank holdups.” 


in 1 year, 11 bank robberies have occurred in Tegucigalpa, San Pedro Sula 
and El Progreso and police had no clues. 


LA TRIBUNA asked the police to issue a report on the incident and announce 
what they will do with those arrested. 











HONDURAS 


FOREIGN MINISTER DISCUSSES ANDEAN PACT 
PA290254 Tegucigalpa Voz de Honduras Network in Spanish 1815 GMT 28 Jan 80 PA 


[Milton Mateo report on Sercs setwork on interview with Eliseo Perez 
Cadalso, Honduran foreign minister, by unidentified questioners] 


[Text] A few minutes ago we were officially informed that a delegation of 
the Andean Pact, the famous bloc that has apparently turned into a political 
pressure group, will arrive in Tegucigalpa at 1400 today to meet with the 
military government junta. 


Honduran Foreign Minister Eliseo Perez Cadalso reports on this and other 


related issues: 


[Begin recording} ([|Perez Cadalso] I don't know for sure, but there is 
reason to believe that the visiting delegation is seeking a rapprochement 
with the Central American integration movement. 


[Question] Last weekend it was learned that the Nicaraguan Government has 
already requested approval for its next ambassador to Honduras and that 

the Honduran Government in turn is adopting a simalar measure to establish 
its embassy and appoint its ambassador to Nicaragua. What could you tell us 
about this? 


lAnswer| Yes sir, it is true. We have already begun making arrangements and 
we will see if the two ambassadors can begin carrying out their activities 

in March. As you yourself said, we are making arrangements in connection 
with the corresponding approvals. 


{\Question|] Mr Foreign Minister, we understand you have been in contact with 
the new Salvadoran foreign minister. When will talks on the signing of 
a peace treaty between our two countries be resumed? 


lAnswer| Well, the first part is true. As I told you the last time, we 
greeted our Salvadoran counterpart very cordially, but talks cannot be 
reestablished until they resolve their internal problems. That does not 
depend on us. 


[Question] Foreign Minister, what happened to the already announced Central 
American summit meeting? Will it be held? 














[Answer] The Central American summit meeting may be held in March or some- 
time later, because it will be preceded by a foreign ministers’ meeting 
slated for San Jose, Costa Rica, for which a tentative date had been set in 
March. 


[Question] [Words indistinct] represented in this afternoon's meeting? 


[Answer] In this afternoon's meeting? Oh, you mean in connection with the 
Andean delegation. As far as we know, the party includes Ecuadorean Foreign 
Ministry adviser Galo Leoro Franco, Colombian Ambassador to Caracas Reyes 
and Ambassador Hilarion Cardozo, a Venezuelan Foreign Ministry adviser and 
current ambassador to the OAS. 


[Question] Mr Foreign Minister, what ever happened to our country’s request 
to the UN High Commissioner for Refugees in connection with the transfer of 
Nicaraguan refugees to other countries? 


|Answer} Well, the step was taken and the request has been reiterated, but 

it is not as easy as it may seem at first sight because many of the refugees 
have no way of financing their expenses. Neither do we, for we have enough 

to pay for with the load we already have and the most difficult part is that 
some of them do not want to leave Honduras. 


{Question] Foreign Minister, with regard to the Andean Pact delegates, 
are they (?’exclusively interested in Honduras or is their mission to be 
‘arried) at the Central American level? 


[Answer] They have interests at the Central American level because they are 
coming from San Jose, Costa Rica and are on their way to Guatemala. 


[Question] [words indistinct] The relations between Honduras and Nicaragua 
reached a standstill or (?are they alright now). 


[Answer] Relations have continued normally. [end recording] 





HONDURAS 


BRIEFS 


PRICE INCREASES APPROVED--Tegucigalpa, 26 Jan (ACAN-EFE)--The price of poultry, 
meat, eggs and aircraft fuel went up Friday night when the Economy Ministry 
Price Control Office approved the demands of suppliers. The price of eggs 
went up to 0.14 lempiras ($0.07) with a 2-cent increase, although in the 
market it is being sold at 0.18 lempiras ($0.09). Poultry meat is now 1.45 
lempiras ($0.75) a pound, almost out of the Honduran people's reach, con- 
sidering that their total income is very low. Aircraft gasoline has been 
increased three times this year and its price right now is $2.00 per gallon. 
It is believed that local airlines, which have increased fares twice within 
a vear, will shortly increase it again to meet the cost of fuel. [Text] 
(PA272139 Panama City ACAN in Spanish 1556 GMT 26 Jan 80 PA) 


JAPANESE FERTILIZER DONATION--Finance Minister Valentin Mendoza today signed 
the exchange notes which formalize an important donation made by Japan. 

The donation consists of a large quantity of fertilizers valued at 

300 million yen, approximately 2.8 million lempiras. It was also reported 
that the fertilizers will arrive at Honduran ports before 31 March. 
[PA170334 Tegucigalpa Domestic Service in Spanish 0400 GYT 16 Jan 80 PA) 
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JAMAICA 


GOVERNMENT GIVES TOP PRIORITY TO AGRICULTURE 
FL261715 Kingston \AILY GLEANE‘ i‘. English 23 Jan 80 p 11 FL 


[Excerpt] Deputy Yrime Minis ©: and Minister of Foreign Affairs, the Hon. 
P. J. Patterson, has urged fa. vrs to recognize that the prime minister be- 
coming the minister of agriculture is a clear sign that the government has 
placed the greatest priority on agriculture and its crucial role in national 
survival. 


He has also said that all the other 12 ministers have pledged the full sup- 
port of cheir ministries to give whatever help is needed to push agricul- 
tural production. This includes priority consideration, for foreign exchange 
to obtain spare parts and other essential materials, can't go alone. 


Mr Patterson said government could not do it alone. Farmers had a responsi- 
bility to produce as never before, to restore the level of traditional ex- 
port crops that has fallen sharply and to make use of the growing opportuni- 
ties to produce in non-traditional areas. 


He also called for increased production of crops such as coffee, cocoa, 
pimento and tumeric for which Jamaica had an excellent reputation and for 
which there were good prices abroad. 


Mr Patterson who was speaking at the half-yearly meeting of the Westmoreland 
Association of the Jamaica Agricultural Society (JAS) branches, challenged 
the nation's farmers to help reduce our food imports, to produce more for 
export and for the tourist industry, and to cut down on the amount of for- 
eign exchange spent to import raw material for agricultural production. 
[passage omitted) 
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NICARAGUA 


OFFICIAL DISCUSSES INTERNAL OPPOSITION 
PA280228 Panama City Circuito RPC Television in Spanish 1730 GMT 27 Jan 80 PA 


[Interview with Fabio Gadea Mantilla, Nicaragua Radio Corporacion Director 
by Mayin Correa--recorded } 


|\Excerpt] [Questicn] I have been talking to people today and I feel that 
there is obvious opposition to the Sandinist government. It is a sincere 
and open opposition because persons who supported the Sandinist government 
and opposed the Somoza dictatorship have used my microphone to express 
discontent. What is your opinion in this matter [words indistinct]? 


[Answer] Yes, definitely. Yesterday at the demonstration for Joaquin Chamorro 
we saw this situation. On the one hand a demonstration was organized by the 
government and on the other hand another demonstration was organized despite 
all obstacles at the cemetery itself and at another church, where the govern- 
ment was criticized. This was not broadcast because the radio stations were 
linked to the government network, but today the recordings were broadcast of 
the speeches of Pedro Joaquin Chamorro Barrios, Wilfredo Montalban, [name 
indistinct] and all political leaders who when they entered triumphantly 

with this revolution which we all supported, logically expected the fulfillment 
of a colitical pluralism pact. What is meant by political pluralism is that 
several parties have the same opportunities to compete within a democratic 
system at elections. But the parties are finding there is intensive 

propaganda through the control of the communications media by the Sandinist 
front which has a Sandinist -vorkers’ central, a farm workers association 

and a complete mass movement oriented towards class struggle which is turning 
into class hatred. This is what is wrong. The other political parties do 

not have access to the television channels. 


[Question] Do you see true national unity in Nicaragua in the near future? 
[Answer] I don't think it is far away. It must come. I think that the 
Sandinist revolution leaders are intelligent people, educated and with their 
feet on the ground. They must take into consideration the demonstrations 
against them, call for a dialog and enter into friendly relations. I have 
great hopes for the revolution. 


[Question] Do the political leaders express their discontent with the growing 
Cuban influence in Nicaragua’? Have they spoken of the indoctrination by 








technicians, teachers and others who are in the country. The political 
leaders said they sought a revolution in Nicaragua without foreign inter- 
vention of any kind. What is your opinion of this? 

lAnswer}] Well, we do not have irrefutable proof. But, when a bird walks 

like a duck, has a duck-tail and swims like a duck, it is a duck. If 

there are 1,200 Cuban teachers, hundreds of Cuban technicians, a trend 

towards trips to Cuba, and we have boys training in the Cuban Army, 

naturally we realize there is a Cuban participation here which we did not 
expect. We would like all our internationalist friends to leave: Panamanians, 
Cubans, Colombians, North Americans, Chileans and Argentines. So it is 

obvious that there is a basis for our fears. However, I want you to recall 
that this country learned to fight during the 45 years it was under Somoza. 
Christianity in this country is strong and renewed and, do not smile at what 

l am going to say: it is probable that many of the Cubans who have come 

will return Christians. 


on} We know about your attempts to establish a private television 
What can you tell us about it? 


[Answer] Yes, I believe that in a democratic country, it is no crime for a 

private entity, myself in this case, to want to establish a channel. What is 

ore, the law ratitied by the junta in Article 7 says in writing that any 

‘icaraguan citizen can operate a radio or television channel. So I am still 
in, tor the decision by the government junta. Because when a newsman 

isked Daniel Ortega about it, he replied rudely, almost saying no. But I 

don't consider this official. I will continue waiting for an answer about 

the televisi-n channel. Many Nicaraguan sectors are waiting to hear what 

the other side has to say and for the creation of a truly pluralist broadcast. 


uestion] I believe that men unite according to their ideas. If you joined 

1 group around Alfonso Robelo, who is now representing your political group 
government--and there are things which you and other persons | have 

interviewed have criticized about the Sandinist government--it makes me 

hink that the representation of this political group through Mr Robelo 


vould be weak, because it is as if the pluralist ideas he also shares do 


Answer] This matter must be considered in the following manner: The 
revolution is very new and there is substantial work to be done in this 
yuntry. We must work many hours in rebuilding what was destroved. I think 
that our leader Alfonso Robelo is really very busy in the rebuilding of 
the country. However, our party, as such, is working to be fully organized 
support him when the need arises. But we really feel represented in the 
‘roment. We feel like Sandinists. We are revolutionaries. Sandino was 
itionalist and anti-imperialist. We are nationalists and anti-imperialists. 
is is why yesterday, and the day before yesterday, we said that if we are 
irt of the nonalined group why have we not protested the attacks by the 
issian imperialists against Afghanistan. What is good for Russian imperialism 








is good tor U.S. imperialism. What could we say if North America invades 
Salv , Chile or Panama? We would have to protest. If we are nonalined 


let us 1 ‘est over the Afghanistan affair. 











t know if this answers your question. But we believe we are represented 
government and that we are working within our party while our leaders 
ilso in the government offer their democratic points of view. Our 

is for a democracy that leans towards socialism with freedom. Our 

is for socialism with freedom. 








NICARAGUA 


BORGE DENOUNCES INVASION PLOT 
PA221436 Paris AFP in Spanish 0328 GMT 22 Jan 80 PA 


[Text] Managua, 21 Jan (AFP)--Somozist groups living in exile in Miami, 
Florida, have again started to organize an invasion of Nicaragua, Interior 
Minister Comdr Tomas Borge said here today. Addressing a cattlemen's 
meeting in Boaco, 199 km northeast of Managua, Minister Borge said that 
should they decide to come, we will be waiting for them. We warn them, 
however, that if they launch an invasion, they will be able to enter but 
they will not be able to get out. 


Commander Borge was confronting the cattlemen'’s demand that the government 
llow them the right to carry arms on their farms to protect themselves 
iwainst cattle rustling, which has caused the loss of thousands of cattle 
in recent months. 


fhe minister said the government expects Nicaraguan cattle production to 
reach 10 million head within a few years, while the cattlemen told him that 
most of the stolen cattle had been taken to Honduras and Costa Rica. 


ihe cattlemen also reiterated to Borge their request for a clearer definition 
f the revolution since many cattlemen fear that after much effort and 
savings, the revolution may take everything from them. 


Cattlemen's leader Heberto Incer added that there is still confusion as to 
who is legitimately governing Nicaragua. This has caused many problems, 
primarily in the rural sector of the country. Incer asked that the 
Sandinist revolution clearly state that it neither supports nor is it based 
on hatred of classes, and that all Nicaraguans, and not the poor alone, are 
the people and participate in the revolution. 


Meanwhile, Alfonso Robelo, member of the governing junta, today told a 
up of private businessmen of Chinandega, 130 km west of this capital, 
that the Sandinist revolution is facing serious production problems. 
According to Robelo there are difficulties in the production and supply of 
food for the people. Plans are underway to import basic grains up to 

9 million. Robelo also said the nation's losses due to the drop of the 
cotton production caused by last year's war amounted to $100 million. 











In view of the Chinandega businessmen's complaint that the Sandinist govern- 


mnt has not presented plans for more than 1 year, Robelo replied that 


becouse of revolutionary responsibility and honesty the government cannot 
fur the time being project the Sandinist revolution's economy beyond the 
present year. 


In conclusion Robelo said the revolution plans to implement its announcement 
on a better distribution of wealth in Nicaragua through the application 


of new taxes. 


CSO: 3010 











NICARAGUA 


"EL PUEBLO’ URGES TELEVISION DEBATE 
PA2 30130 Managua EL PUEBLO in Spanish 11 Jan 80 p 3 PA 


[Text] Radio executive Fabio Gadea has announced he is still waiting for an 
official answer from the government regarding his perition for a television 
channel and Alfonso Robelo, member of the government junta, has mentioned 
the possibility o. granting a television channel to private enterprise. 
Despite all this, the truth of the matter is the request has been refused 

in principle and that, therefore, the chances of the bourgeoisie having a 
television channel are nil. 

"The government's refusal is definite,” Culture Ministry official sources 
assertec. The Nicaraguan workers must support this decision which deprives 
the bourgeoisie of controlling such an important means of communications as 
television. This decision is good as long as the workers have real access 
to the state's communications media, but so far, only one ideological trend 
expressed by the Sandinist National Liberation Front (FSLN) and its mass 
organizations have had access to these communications media. 


This sectarian attitude, far from contributing to the revolutionary process, 
only stands in the way of the firm steps that our revolution should take. 
The bourgeoisie in its effort to manipulate the revolutionaries by promising 
absolute democracy in their means of communication, emerges before the 
sroletarian as the standard bearer of democratic freedoms in every form of 
expression. It is not strange that thousands of workers in the past days 
have gone to the streets demanding labor freedom, freedom of expression, 
democracy and other political demands. In the face of the sectarianism 
inside the revolutionary movement, the bourgeoisie takes advantage of every 
demonstration. Under such conditions, reactionary sectors could obtain 

the workers’ overwhelming support for a television channel, which we know 
would be sectarian and would be presented as the only channel that the 
workers represented in several organized trade unions would have to express 
their views. 


[his situation is the sainme not only in the field of communications, but in 
every level of labor organizations which are demanding their independence 
because the people no longer accept impositions. 





All labor organizations should have access to means of communication at 
least half an hour a week. The television channels belong to the people 
and the revolution cannot allow the reactionary sector to emerge as the 
standard bearer of democratic freedoms and to take advantage of the people's 
discontent as a result of the impossibility of discussing their problems. 
if the exploited classes in our country are still divided in various 
organizations it is precisely because they have never had the opportunity 
to thoroughly discuss the reason for their condition and right path to take 
for their total independence. The working classes are not united with 
impositions. The workers will know who their friends are and who their 
enemies are through debate, an element which strengthens the revolution. 


CSO: jgO10 





NICARAGUA 


YOUNGER EX-GUARDSMEN SPARED TRIALS 
PA200246 Paris AFP in Spanish 1926 GMT 19 Jan 80 PA 


(‘Text] Managua, 19 Jan (AFP)--Nicaraguan Interior Minister Comdr Tomas Borge, 

said that 200 young prisoners, who are former members of the extinct Somozist 

National Guard and whose ages range from 14 to 18 years, will not be tried 

tor war crimes. 

The youths, who are in a special prison, were members of the Infantry School 

ind have been described as fierce and brutal because of the inhuman training 
received at this school directed by the oldest son of Nicaraguan 

dictator, Anastasio Somoza Debayle. 


ihe youths are being subjected to a special treatment to return them to 
’ 


normal life, Borge said. They will not be tried, although some of them 
ire guilty of war crimes, he added. 


The Sandinist commander said that this was justified by the statement made 
in a recently adjourned human rights conference held in Costa Rica, during 
whi it was denied that in Nicaragua there were minors imprisoned and being 


ih 4 i r trial. 


It was asserted at the conference that human and children's rights were 
respected in Nicaragua now. 





Meanwhile the two youngest former National Guards tried for war crimes are, 
so far, Corporal Alfredo Lopez and Sargeant Cristobal Martinez. Both are 
Vs ATs old. 


in their appearance before the justice of the new Nicaraguan Government they 
have followed the routine of: I don't know anything, haven't heard anything 
and haven't seen anything. This has been characteristic of the statements 
of the 85 prisoners tried so tar. 
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NICARAGUA 


AILLIAM RAMIREZ ADDRESSES INDIAN ASSEMBLY 
PAI15O202 Bluefields Radio Zinica in Spanish 1800 GMT 14 Jan 80 PA 


\Excerpts| The Sandinist revolution is a just revolution that gives each 
one his rightful place. The Miskito, Sumu and Rama Indian races occupy a 
special place within the popular Sandinist revolution. We are with you 
through thick and thin. This is what Commander Willian Ramirez said at 
the closing of the Great (Intura-Sasa) Assembly. [no date given] Following 
are his words: [Begin Ramirez recording with simultaneous translation 
into Indian language |] 


lword indistinct] best testimony of its participation in this revolution 
is the great sense of unity it is currently showing. 


We believe--and we insist on this--that only united will we be able to pul! 
through this difficult situation which all of us Nicaraguans are currently 
experiencing. [applause | 

As Commauder Tirado was saying, we must be united through thick and thin. 
The tasks still pending will be carried out with good will, with Sandinist 
determination, with faith that this revolution belongs to all of us. But 
we must also receive abi. of aid from our authorities and the government 
in order to be able to correctly carry out these tasks, because sometimes 
wi ive more than enough good will but we lack a few other material things 
we definitely do not have. 


een working here on the coast for some time now, we already feel 
like local people and have given a tew hints to our authorities so the 
integration of the coast can gradually become a beautiful reality. 


The government is already providing us with the bit of aid we need. On our 
part our contribution this year must be our efficiency in the tasks we carry 
out. We must be efficient since this year we have had difficulties because 
the war forced us to make a decision--we either planted or fought to obtain 
our freedom. We decided to fight and sacrifice the planting. Since we 
did not plant enough we now have a shortage of ail the products you are 
miliar with and there is hunger in many communities. This is the price 
we Nicaraguans are paving in order to be free. And we must defend that 


freedom at all costs. But all that is behind us now. We do not want to 








go hungry any more. Therefore, we must plant and harvest efficiently so all 
our children, all our brothers and we ourselves do not go around empty, 
as many of us and our brothers are currently doing. 


Thus, when the Sandinist front talks of economic reactivation it merely 

means working efficiently in 1980. We must work bearing two factors in mind: 
the «id the government can provide us with and is already providing us with 
and Lie contribution we workers must make in order to make the land produce. 
in one word: In 1980 being a Sandinist means being a good worker. We are 
sure that [word indistinct] will be exemplary Sandinists, therefore setting 
in example as good workers. 


Thus, the only thing, the principal message of our organization, the Sandinist 
iront, is this: Let us be Sandinists, let us be workers. That is our 
. ’ 


sovernment"s and the Sandinist front'’s desire so our people never again go 
r 


’ . 


Until the mext time, then, free fatherland. [shouts of “or death!"] [end 
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NICARAGUA 


LITERACY DRIVE CHIEF ON YOUTHS‘ ACTIVITIES 
PA180050 Managua Radio Sandino in Spanish 1800 GMT 17 Jan 80 PA 


(Statement by Father Fernando Cardenal, coordinator of the national literacy 
crusade; date and place not given--recording]} 


' = , 
,i:@xt} ,ery 


- 


learly [words indistinct] had to tell you we have nothing to 
do with this. Young people have been enthusiastically organizing it 
internally into columns, squadrons and brigades, but in many cases they 
been conducting what they call] harassment activities on behalf of 
e crusade, such 48 propaganda activities and the like. Their enthusiasm 


md creativity is highly praiseworthy, but I think the fake attacks should 
1¢ ee. niinuvued,. 
we have not suggested anv of the activities they are carrying out; they 


ire carrying out these activities on their own initiative, but in this 

specific case we must be very clear: we think it may lead to dangerous 
situations. These fake attacks and kidnapings should stop immediately. 
[It should be made very clear that we have not organized this. In their 
nthusiasm, young people have undertaken a project that is not suitable. 


westion) Father Cardenal, we would like to hear your opinion about the 
llections being made in the capital. 


Answer Well, regarding this we must say the same thing. All these acti- 
ities stem trom the yount people's great enthusiasm. When we address 


(?we mote) that our young people always display exemplary zeal, 
enthusiasm and dedication to work. Concerning this we must always be very 
ear: we are very happy with the spirit the young people have been 


displaving. [words indistinct] without proper identification. It seems 
to us this creates distrust among the people and is not an orderly way 
Of G ine things. 


uuld like to take advantage of your question to inform people that beginning 
rrow the national literacy crusade will give out patriotic collaboration 
ertificates. These certificates will bear the crusade's seal as well as 
, 


that of the organization distributing them. Seals worth 2, 5, 10, 20, 100, 
00 and 1.000 cordobas have been printed. 
‘ r 


Thus, beginning tomorrow collections can be made, ut in truly orderly 
fashion. There will be a special bank account to deposit the money. We 
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NICARAGUA 


OFFICIALS OUTLINE LITERACY CAMPAIGN GOALS 


PAZ90520 Managua EL PUEBLO in Spanish i9 Jan 50 p 6 PA 
ext ihe plan for implementing the national literacy crusade was presented 
to the government junta and other members of the cabinet and the autonomous 


the Blue Room of the Intercontinental Hotel. 


ce 


we are announcing the beginning of the literacy Campaign © months after 
ee : ° : : - PI 
ictory, Sergio Ramirez said on behalf of the government junta. 


ti “Minister Carlos Tunnerman presented the plan stating that only 
rics } ive experiencedg proround transi ormations, such as Cuba 
ragua, Li i project of such magnitude as the nationa! 
ra impai) ‘ 
ul tnat a part t the rogram ps r iiberating 
ti for adults. “We think we can attain liberation throug literacy,’ 
irked “The literacy campaign is litical program through which 
in develop awareness about ¢t recess and the ability to join the 
tion process.” 
" that raing somoza’ secept e statistics, Nicaragua belonged 
‘ tr t t Tanne sei : nN llite | witt ar veTare 
<¢ perce t it ¢ i yi iTanua aC LU i is the highest rate ot! 
" ter Haiti sat ila, a trasted with other ountries 
, where ¢t Liiiter rate is oniv 3.9% percent. 
; been determined tnrous ensuses that one out of tw Nicaraguans 
rs Lliterate at that the ighest percentags ire tound in the departments 
‘ . Matagaipa, celiava, Ba Ris in Juan. He added that, 
. ul i. tne N ifaguans are prepared | carry ut literacy work. 
irdenal, nationai rdinator of the rusade, said the main 
tives r the ru a are ¢t reorganize education and to piace it at the 
e of the working class. He said the crusade is not limited ti 
woh it w to rea it will i rporate them fully into a political 
raising prt ess. For example, Lardenail said, in Unontaies, 


‘ is tk ere, people do not even know who Sandino or Carlos Fonseca 
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